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Due  to  postal  regulations 
that  limit  The  Baptist  Record 
to  60  issues  per  year,  the 
newspaper  will  not  publish 
on  Dec  24.  The  next  issue 
will  be  dated  Dec.  31  and 
has  been  dosed  out  The 
first  issue  of  the  new  year 
wiH  be  dated  Jan.  7.  Dead¬ 
line  for  news  items  for  the 
issue  of  Jan.  7  is  December 
31.  Deadline  for  advertise¬ 
ments  for  the  issue  of  Jan  7 
ts  December  24For  more  in¬ 
formation.  contact  editor  Wil¬ 
liam  Perkins  at  wpeckms® 
mbcb.org,  or  toll-free  outside 
Jackson  (800)  748-1651. 

PRO-LIFE  MIDWIFE 
LOSES  COURT  CASE 

JONKOPtNG  COUNTY. 
Sweden  (BP)  —  A  district 
court  m  Sweden  recently 
ruled  against  midwife  EHinor 


tats  because  she  refuses 
to  participate  in  abortions 
‘As  a  midwife.  I  want  to 
exercise  a  profession  which 
defends  life  and  saves  lives 
at  all  cost.’  Gnmmark  said 
in  a  statement  printed  in 
the  Swedish  newspaper 
Aftonbiadet  ‘Are  healthcare 
practitioners  m  Sweden  to 
be  forced  to  take  pert  in 
procedures  that  extinguish 
life,  at  its  beginning  or  final 
stages?  Somebody  has  to 
take  the  little  children  s  side, 
somebody  has  to  fight  for 
their  right  to  life.' 

TEMN.  BAPTISTS 
ADOPT  BF&M 

MILLINGTON.  Term  (BP)  - 
Messengers  to  the  Ten¬ 
nessee  Baptist  Convention 
annuel  meeting  amended 
their  constitution  and  bylaws 
to  require  members  of 
boards  and  committees  to 
act  in  accordance  with  the 
Baptist  Faith  and  Message 
(BF&M)  Tt  is  important  that 
we  clarify  that  BF&M  has 
never  been  a  creed  and  it » 
not  being  used  as  creed  in 
this  report  It  m  a  minimum 
statement  of  our  faith.'  said 
Larry  Robertson,  pastor  of 
HiNdale  Baptist  Church  in 


So.  Baptist  leaders  slam  headline 

NEW  YORK  CfTY  (BP  and  local  reports)  -  Right  on  time  at 
Christinas,  a  headline  in  the  New  York  Daily  News  is  being 
roundly  criticized  by  Southern  Baptist  leaders  tor  its  description 


daiey  NEWS 

14  DEAD  IN  CALIFORNIA  MASS  SHOOTING 

GOD 
ISN’T 
FIXING 
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are  left  lying  m  poolsofblood. 
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NEW  YORK  CITY  (BP  and  local  reports)  - 

Christmas,  a  headline  in  the  New  York  Dai 
roundly  criticized  by  Southern  Baptist  leaders 
of  God  as  helpless  to  stop  mass  murderers. 

The  headline  referred  to  the  massacre 
that  occurred  in  San  Bernardino,  Ca.,  at  In¬ 
land  Regional  Center,  a  state-run  facility’ 


abilities.  Two  heavily-armed  Muslim  ex¬ 
tremists,  dressed  in  tactical  attire  and  who 
turned  out  to  be  a  husband-wife  team, 
opened  fire  at  a  party  located  inside  the 
building,  killing  14  and  wounding  17  more. 


according  ra  uie  uos  Angeies  1  imes. 

The  gunmen  were  snot  dead  on  a  city 
street  by  police,  while  allegedly  moving 
toward  their  next  target  in  a  rented  SUV. 

“I’m  hard-pressed  to  think  of  a  more 
cynical  and  exploitative  headline  at  a  time 
of  natior.d  mourning,"  Russell  Moore, 


Commission  in  NashviDe,  told  the  Wash¬ 
ington  Post. 

Author  Rich  Shapiro  wrote  in  the 
first  line  of  the  accompanying  story, 
"Prayers  aren’t  working,  anid  quoted  a 
tweet  referring  to  gun  control  1  yy  U.S. 
Sen.  Chris  Murphy  (D-Ct)  before  pro- 
npondig,  "Your  thoughts'  should  be 


continue 


SHAPIRO 


Your  prayers’  should  be  for  forgiveness  f 
if  you  do  nothing  —  again." 

Emma  Green,  in  an  article  for  The 
Atlantic,  called  the  sharp  critique 
“prayer  shaming."  She  said,  “There’s  a 
dear  claim  being  made  here,  and  one  MOHLER 
with  an  edge:  Democrats  care  about  do¬ 
ing  something  and  taking  action  while  Republicans  waste 
time  offering  meaningless  prayers."  Green  noted,  "This  cyn¬ 
icism  offers  a  view  into  just  how  much  religion  and  politics 
have  changed  in  the  United  States." 

R.  Albert  Mohler  Jr.,  president  of  Southern  Seminary 
in  Louisville.  Ky.,  addressed  the  issue  in  his  podcast.  The 

HEADLINE  on  p  8 


Arab  attacks  flair  again  in  Israel 


vote  on  a  similar  proposed 
amendment  at  the  2017  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist  Convention 
annual  meeting 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  -  Arahon -Jewish  violence 
has  erupted  again  in  and  around  Jerusalem  in  re¬ 
cent  weeks.  Many  of  the  attacks  are  inspired  by 
viral  social  media  images  rather  than  calls  from 
religious  or  political  groups.  The  weapon  of  choice 
for  these  daytime  acta  has  generally  been  a  knife 
rather  than  a  gun. 

Some  of  the  Arab  attackers  are  dtirens  of  Israel 
and  some  are  women.  What  has  caused  this  within 
the  nation  of  Israel? 

An  oddity  of  these  events  is  that  most  of  the  at¬ 
tackers  have  little  to  no  involvement  in  Palestinian 
political  groups.  Viral  videos  seem  to  be  the  uniting 
factor  for  those  who  have  stabbed  Israeli  soldiers,  po¬ 
licemen,  and  ordinary  citizens 

Some  of  the  attackers  viewed  footage  of  demon¬ 
strations  and  riots  sparked  by  the  perceived  threat 
of  Jewish  destruction  of  the  Al  Aqsa  Mosque  on  the 
Temple  Mount,  one  of  Islam  's  most  boh  sites.  While 
Israeli  political  leaders  have  repeatedly  declared  their 
commitment  to  the  latest  Status  Quo  agreements 
reached  after  the  Six-Day  War  of  19&7  for  freedom  of 
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ASSAULT  IN  REAL  TIME  -  Viral  footage 
of  a  young  Palestinian  woman  attempting  to 
stab  a  guard  at  a  government  checkpoint  has 
heightened  already-high  tensions  between 
Israel’s  Jewish  and  Arab  populations  (Screen 
capture  from  YouTube) 
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Our  giving,  our  hearts 

t  ne  of  the  most  often  quoted  and 


Obest  known  verses  of  the  Bible 
in  the  entire  world  is  John  3:16. 
I  remember  witnessing  to  a  young 
man  years  ago  who  stated  that  this 
was  the  only  Bible  verse  he  knew. 

He  had  seen  it  so  many  times  on 
signs  at  sporting  events  that  he  actu¬ 
ally  looked  it  up.  That  was  a  great 
launching  point  to  share  the  Gospel 
with  him. 

It  truly  is  one  of  the  greatest  verses 
in  all  of  God’s  Word!  One  of  the  things 
1  love  about  the  verse  is  its  message 
that  God  is  the  great  Giver.  It  begins 


Guest  opinion 

with  Frank  S.  Page 


We’re  strange? 


press  love.  For  the  believer,  giving  is  a  As  I  have  traveled  to  places  like 
great  spiritual  discipline  that  expresses  Spain.  Cuba,  Mexico,  Germany  and 
the  very  h*.*rt  of  God.  Canada,  I  have  seen  God  working  in 

powerful  ways.  Over  the  years,  I  nave 
Our  giving  should  also  express  our  visited  every  continent  except  Antarc- 
heart.  Tne  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  tica  and  have  seen  God  at  work  every- 

Offering  for  International  Missions,  where  I’ve  been.  As  we  give,  we  provide 

which  is  promoted  by  the  International  the  means  for  ministry  and  missions  to 

Mission  Board  of  the  Southern  BaDtist  take  place  in  powerful  ways. 

Convention,  is  designed  to  remind  us 

of  the  urgency  of  giving  and  is  certainly  Do  you  love  people?  Do  you  love  the 
an  opportunity  for  us  to  express  our  lost?  Do  you  love  those  who  have  not 
heart  of  concern  for  billions  of  people  yet  heard?  God  does,  and  we  should  as 
who  have  yet  to  hear  the  Gospel  of  well.  One  of  the  greatest  ways  to  express 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  One  hundred  our  love  is  by  giving  as  Jesus  did.  Let  us 

percent  of  the  offering  is  used  to  sup-  give  of  our  resources,  our  time,  and  our 

port  Southern  Baptist  workers  on  the  prayers.  Let  us  be  great  givers  like  God. 
mission  field. 

I  encourage  you  to  do  your  part  to 
When  I  was  a  child,  I  remember  make  this  year  s  Lottie  Moon  Christ- 

watcbing  my  family  as  they  opened  mas  Offering  the  greatest  by  far  over 

presents.  It  was  a  joyful  time,  but  I  any  previous  year  s  offering.  I  ask  you 

thought  thei  <*  was  something  odd  to  join  me  and  my  family  in  a  recom- 

about  my  father's  actions.  He  would  mitment  to  being  givers.  What  better 
get  a  few  gtfu  as  we  all  A«4i  Wl  be  way  to  be  an  example  to  others  then 

never  wanted  to  open  them.  In  fact,  through  a  sacrificial  offering  to  the 

he  was  most  pleased  by  watching  his  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering?  Let  s 
children  open  their  gifts.  At  the  time,  make  sure  we  give  more  than  ever  be- 
I  thought  this  was  a  very  unusual  reac-  fore  so  that  the  Gospel  can  go  further 
tion.  However,  as  I  became  a  father  than  ever  before, 
and  later  a  grandfather.  1  began  to 

understand  why  my  father  acted  that  Page  is  president  of  the  Southern 

way.  He  simply  loved  to  give  and  watch  Baptist  Convention’s  Executive  Com- 
the  recipient  open  the  gift.  I  have  tried  mittee  in  Nashville,  and  former  inter - 
to  become  like  that  in  my  adult  life.  im  pastor  of  First  Church ,  Jackson.  His 

It  is  a  great  way  to  express  one’s  heart  commentary  appears  courtesy  of  Bap- 
of  love.  tist  Press.  Edited  for  style. 


how  to  overcome  their  natural 
modesty,  and  thereby  increase 
their  ghoulish  marketing  of 
baby  parts  when  the  inevitable 
Grown  men  will  be 


barn  surrounded  by  some  happens.  Grown  men  will  be 
of  God’s  lower  creations,  still  allowed  to  use  women’s 
we  have  arrived  at  the  point  bathrooms  and  locker  rooms 
where  celebrity-endorsed  because  he  (she?)  is  really  a 
shoes  and  junk  jewelry  have  woman  on  the  inside, 
crowded  out  the  significance  Highways  will  continue  to 
of  the  original  message.  be  slaughtering  grounds  due 

The  proverbial  camel,  to  the  alcohol  looby’s  con- 

which  has  had  his  nose  in  the  trol  of  our  government.  Big 
tent  for  some  time,  is  now  all  Gambling  will  likewise  still  be 
the  way  inside.  Many  retail  able  to  ruin  lives  for  the  same 
giants  opened  for  business  reason,  while  carting  money 
late  on  Thanksgiving  Day,  by  the  billions  out  of  Mis- 
which  at  least  gave  excited  si'ssippi.  There  will  be  more 
shoppers  time  to  hurriedly  attacks  like  Paris,  Colorado 

C* >Die  down  their  Thanksgiv-  Springs,  and  San  Bernardino. 

Dinner.  Not  to  be  out-  Evil  will  continue  to  be  de- 
done,  other  major  retailers  fended  by  the  most  powerful 


day  on  Thanksgiving  Day.  the  country. 

It’s  always  been  a  remark-  Funny  how  the  Christian- 
able  sight  to  see  adults,  haters  believe  we’re  the 

otherwise  well-socialized,  strange  ones,  huh?  We’re  the 
jostling  and  threatening  each  ones  who  keep  people  from 
other  outside  a  store  at  3  a.m.  being  truly  free.  Our  beliefs 
on  Black  Friday  while  wait-  and  traditions  are  a  threat 
ing  to  buy  fancy  underwear  to  the  civilised  world.  We 
on  sale.  With  people  on  the  are  denied  a  National  Day 
other  side  of  tne  world  being  of  Prayer  by  federal  judges, 
beheaded  by  the  thousands  while  Muslims  are  invited  to 
and  whole  countries  strug-  The  White  House  for  Muslim 
gling  to  contain  the  greatest  observances  like  lftar.  Our 
infectious  threat  to  the  hu-  gatherings  are  dangerous, 
man  race  since  The  Plague,  it  while  anarchists  are  allowed 
would  appear  our  priorities  to  roam  the  streets  creat- 
are  somewhat  misplaced  —  to  ing  bedlam  and  calling  for 
put  it  politely.  anarchy.  At  this  Christmas 

Thanksgiving  Day,  like  2015,  the  world  is  truly  up- 
Sundays  in  this  country,  has  side  down  (Romans  1:20-22). 
become  just  another  routine  America  is  truly  upside  down. 
24  hours  on  an  endless  shop-  What  can  we  do?  Pray, 
ping  calendar.  Nothing  spe-  give,  and  go.  Our  most 
cial  there.  Look  for  Christmas  powerful  tool  as  Christians 
Day  to  soon  suffer  the  same  is  to  pray.  Secondly,  for  the 
fate.  When  that  happens,  the  billions  of  people  who  need  to 
stripping  away  of  all  things  hear  the  Gospel,  we  must  give 
spiritual  in  America  will  be  so  the  people  God  has  called 
virtually  complete.  can  go  tell  them.  Finally,  we 

That  is,  the  stripping  away  must  go  ourselves, 
of  all  things  Christian.  Islam  With  that  formula,  we  can 
will  still  be  welcomed  and  help  win  Mississippi  and  the 
pi  otnoted  in  public  schools,  world  to  Jesus.  Let  s  pledge 
where  children  will  con-  to  make  2016  the  year  that 

tinue  to  be  forced  to  practice  Great  Commission  command 
praying  to  Allah.  Planned  actually  becomes  a  reality 
Parenthood  will  still  be  able  (Matt.  28:18-20). 
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LifeWay  manager  feels  compelled  to  return 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Eight  Although  Moldova  is  a  poor 
years  ago,  Becky  Loyd  swal-  nation,  Tudor  and  Jony  live  in 
lowed  ner  fear  and  climbed  an  area  with  Internet  access  and 
onto  a  plane  bound  for  Mol-  Loyd  helped  them  buy  phones, 
dova.  Because  of  that  decision.  Technology  quickly  trans- 
shell  spend  this  Christmas  sea-  formed  Loyd's  newfound  fam- 
son  delivering  slippers,  paja-  iW,  just  as  it  has  changed  how 
mas,  and  hope  to  hundreds  of  she  does  her  job.  At  work,  social 
abandoned  children.  media  keeps  ner  connected  with 

Because  of  that  decision,  two  LifeWay  customers.  "We’re  do- 
brothers  5,000  miles  away  have  ing  online  Bible  studies  with 
begun  to  call  her,  ‘‘Mom.’’’  Tu-  thousands  of  women  -  lots  of 
dor  was  12  years  old  and  Jony  touch  points  to  engage  women 
was  nine  when  she  met  them  in  and  churches." 
an  orphanage  on  that  first  mis-  With  Tudor  and  Jony, 
sion  trip  in  2007.  technology  breaks  down  lan- 

Loya,  marketing  manager  guage  barriers  for  Loyd.  “The 
of  adult  ministry  tor  LifeWay  Google  Translate  app  has  re- 
Christian  Resources  in  Nash-  ally  changed  my  life,  she  said, 
ville,  now  talks  online  with  "Sometimes  it’s  just,  ‘How  was 
them  every  day.  “We  talk  about  school  today?’  but  I’ve  had  some 
God.  We  talk  about  money.  We  pretty  intense  conversations, 
talk  about  girls  sometimes,"  Jony  is  taking  English  classes, 
Loyd  said.  Tm  the  closest  thing  so  it  was  the  best  day  ever  when 


Loyd  wasn’t  sure  what  to 
expect  when  she  first  reached 
Moldova  in  2007*  The  poverty 
was  unsettling,  but  the  children 
touched  her  heart.  “1  remember 
knowing  God  had  called  me  to 
be  an  advocate  for  them  and  not 
knowing  how  to  do  it" 


Saints  player  hopes,  writes  for  racial  reconciliation 


Written  with  Ken  Peterson,  the 
book  came  together  during  the 
off-season  and  through  late-night 
consultations  during  the  Saints’ 
summer  training  camp,  Watson 
said.  In  the  book,  Watson  draws 
from  personal  experiences  such 
as  being  pulled  over  while  driving 
his  wife  Kirsten  to  the  hospital  for 
the  birth  of  their  first  child,  or  how 
one  of  his  white  high  school  team¬ 
mates  took  an  unexpected  step  to¬ 
ward  reconciliation. 

“Really,  the  whole  point  and 
hope  of  ‘Under  Our  Skin*  is  that 
you  find  your  place  alone  this 
whole  racial  narrative  ana  that 
you’re  able  to  take  time  to  think 
ibout  some  of  the  deep-seated  Is¬ 
sues  or  prejudices  that  you  may 
have,"  Watson  said. 

Yolanda  H ingle,  a  mother  of 
three  sons  and  co- leader  of  a  New 
Orleans- area  teen  girls”  ministry, 
said  she  was  nervous  about  meet¬ 
ing  Watson  because  she  doesn’t 
follow  football. 

“After  he  spoke  for  only  a  few 
minutes,  I  realized  that  this  man 
was  so  much  more  than  just  a 
football  player,"  Hinalc  said. 
“He  is  a  strong  man  of  God.  He 
is  a  family  man.  He’s  a  man  that 
seeks  to  further  the  Kingdom  of 


NEW  ORLEANS  IBP)  -  Race  “I  was  conflicted  because 
is  an  issue  that  continues  to  di-  much  was  tied  into  it  1  wantc 
vide,  said  New  Orleans  Saints  work  out  my  thoughts,"  Wa 
tight  end  Benjamin  Watson  dur-  said-  "I  didn’t  even  know  ho 
ing  a  book  signing  inside  the  post’ he  quipped,  adding  he 
LifeWay  campus  store  at  New  to  call  on  a  mend  for  help.  5 
Orleans  Seminary.  The  solution  afterwards,  Watson  found  1 
is  changed  hearts'  in  Christ  Wat-  self  behind  the  microphone 
son  said.  ing  auestions  on  the  issue  of  1 

The  event  fell  on  Nov.  24,  the  The  book  followed, 
one-year  anniversary  of  the  nil-  New  Orleans  Seminary  P 
ing  in  the  racially  charged  Fer-  dent  Chuck  Kellev  noted,  "C 
guson,  Mo.,  case  of  the  shooting  Honest.  Thoughtful.  Distil 
death  of  Michael  Brown.  Wat-  Christian.  This  is  how  vou 

son’s  book,  Under  Our  Skin:  about  complex,  emotional  iss 

Getting  Real  about  Race  —  and  This  voice  and  this  issue  net 
Getting  Free  from  the  Fear  and  be  part  of  a  national  converse 
Frustrations  that  Divide  Us,  ex-  to  push  us  closer  to  becoming 
pands  on  his  lengthy  Facebook  country,  the  church  of  our  id 
post  that  resonated  with  read-  Watson  gives  us  a  terrific  m 

ers  the  day  after  the  news  broke  on  how  and  why  Christians  1 

that  officer  Darren  Wilson  would  engage  in  all  conversations  a 

not  face  criminal  charges  for  the  things  that  matter." 
shooting  death  of  Brown.  Tne  chapter  titles  give  < 

“(Race]  is  something  that  as  to  Watson’s  feelings  aftei 
keeps  on  coming  up,"  Watson  Ferguson  verdict:  Anary,  li 
said.  “It’s  something  we  re  always  spective.  Embarrassed,  Sad 
talking  about  and  it’s  not  seem-  Sympathetic,  Offended,  Enc 
ing  toDe  going  anywhere."  aged,  and  others.  His  book 

Calling  his  book  “part  mani-  Facebook  post,  which  incli 
festo,  part  memoir,"  Watson  told  words  that  later  became  chi 
the  line  of  fans  that  snaked  past  titles,  call  readers  to  examin 
shelves  and  out  LifeWay 's  door  titudes  and  thoughts, 
that  he  put  his  thoughts  to  paper  For  some,  it  is  a  call  to  re 
after  seeing  a  public  reaction  to  tance,  Watson  told  the  cr 
the  verdict  that  seemed  to  split  For  others,  it’s  a  call  for  for 
along  racial  lines.  ness,  he  added. 


ONE  IN  CHRIST  JESUS  -  New  Orleans  Saints  tight  end 
Ben  Watson  shakes  hands  with  an  unidentified  fan  before 
signing  a  copy  of  his  new  book,  Under  Our  Skin:  Getting  Real 
About  Race  -  And  Getting  Free  from  the  Fears  and  Frustra¬ 
tions  that  Divide  Us.  The  book  calls  for  racial  reconciliation 
in  Chriat.  A*  each  person  in  the  waiting  line  stepped  up  for  a 
signature,  Watson  penned  his  name  and  beside  it  "Gal.  3:28.“ 
(BP  photo  courtesy  of  New  Orleans  Seminary) 
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In  the  opening  chapters  of  the  Bible, 
above  and  beyond  the  mat  truth 
that  God  spoke  the  worlds  into 
existence,  is  the  enormous,  pulsating 
truth  from  God’s  heart  that  He  wanted 
to  have  a  relationship  with  each  of  us. 
Can  you  imagine  a  beautiful  evening 
in  the  Garden  of  Eden  when  God  came 
to  talk  with  Adam  and  Eve?  It’s  /lard 
to  conceive  how  wonderful  life  was  in 
that  perfect  garden  -  an  uninterrupted, 
unspoiled  relationship  and  fellowship 
with  the  living  God.  Everything  in  the 
garden  was  theirs  but  for  one  tree.  God 
said  do  not  take  of  that  tree.  Adam  and 
Eve  chose  to  do  what  God  told  them  not 
to  do,  and  sin  entered  our  world.  It  was 
devastating  not  only  for  Adam  and  Eve 
but  for  the  neart  of  God  who  longed  to 
be  in  relationship  with  them,  but  now  a 
barrier  existed  because  of  sin. 

Sin  is  always  a  barrier  between  God 
and  His  people,  between  people  and 
people,  between  nations  and  races.  Our 
determination  to  have  our  will,  over  and 
above  what  God’s  will  would  be,  always 
separates.  It  inflicts  pain  and  death. 

Even  with  His  own  creation  disobeying 
and  rebelling,  God  was  not  willing  to 
stay  away.  He  could  have  just  as  easily 
dismissed  Adam  and  Eve  and  all  of  us, 
but  He  was  filled  with  such  determined 
love  and  amazing  grace  that  He  would 
reach  out  to  bring  us  back  to  Himself. 
God  announced  it  to  His  people  through 
men  who  were  called  prophets.  He 
showed  His  great  care  through  miracles 
and  defied  logic,  but  ultimately  His  great 
plan  unfolded  in  the  presentation  of  His 
Son  in  a  manger  in  Bethlehem  He  came 
to  us  even  though  we  had  rejected  Him 
and  run  from  Him.  He  came  to  us. 


^  i  ...  mwimi  'RWJL 


God  Came  to  Us 


It  is  the  message  of  Christinas  from 
the  beginning  of  time  to  the  end  of 
the  age,  for  at  Christmas  God  Himself 
came  to  identify  with  us.  John  tells  the 
glorious  events  and  describes  it  this 
way:  “And  the  word  was  made  flesh" 
(1:14)*  Words  are  the  expression  of 

mimfand  the  heart  of  God  —  the  word 
became  flesh  —  took  His  thoughts  and 
His  expressions  and  enveloped  them 
in  human  form  in  a  baby  whose  name 
was  Jesus.  He  did  not  just  send  word 
to  us  that  He  loved  us  and  that  He  had 


a  plan  that  would  save  every  one  of  us. 
He  came  and  identified  with  all  that  wi 


were  as  He  offered  all  that  we  could  be. 
He  took  on  our  burdens.  He  experienced 
our  temptations,  yet  without  sin.  He 
walked  among  us  and  traveled  down  the 
roads  that  we  travel.  He  saw  all  around 
Him  how  sin  had  broken  relationships 


and  ruined  lives.  He  came  and  identi¬ 
fied  with  us.  He  was  not  a  far-off,  distant 
god  who  was  aloof  and  untouchable  and 
even  uncaring.  No,  He  came  and  identi¬ 
fied  with  us. 

A  minister  friend  of  mine  and  his 
wife  have  collected  nativity  scenes 
through  the  years.  At  last  count  they 
were  approaching  100  scenes.  Most 
every  Christmas,  they  would  put  many 
of  them  on  display.  As  they  also  gath¬ 
ered  children,  the  problems  grew  of 
putting  out  the  nativity  scenes  and 
protecting  them  from  little  hands.  One 
of  the  nativity  scenes  they  had  picked  up 
we  somewhere  along  the  way  was  a  set  of 


somewhere  along  the  way  was  a  set  ot 
figures  that  were  cushy  like  little  pillows 
and  washable  if  something  happened  to 
them.  With  some  preschool  kids  in  their 
home,  guess  which  nativity  scene  they 
liked  the  best  and  guess  which  one  the 
parents  allowed  them  to  have  and  play 


with  all  they  wanted?  You  got  it  -  the 

and  maybe  in  a  moment  of  disagreement 
even  throw  one  of  the  characters  at  one 
of  the  other  children.  It  was  that  one 
that  was  available  to  them,  that  identi¬ 
fied  with  their  world.  It  is  Jesus  that  you 
and  I  have  been  given  from  heaven,  for 
He  comes  to  identify  with  us  in  our  great 
needs  and  our  big  problems. 

Jesus  also  came  to  inform  us.  John 
said,  “And  the  Word  was  made  flesh, 
and  dwelt  among  us,  (and  we  beheld  his 
glory,  the  glory  as  of  the  only  begotten 
of  the  Father,)  full  of  grace  and  truth” 
(1:14).  He  brought  us  the  truth  about 
God.  In  John  T.16  where  we  find,  “For 
God  so  loved  die  world...,"  in  the  con¬ 
text  of  the  following  verses  that  say  He 
came  not  to  condemn  hut  that  the  world 
through  him  might  be  saved  (John  3:17). 
Our  God  is  a  righteous  God,  but  His  pas¬ 
sionate  desire  is  to  save  everyone.  The 
message  of  Christmas  ultimately  is  that 
Jesus  has  come  to  instigate  the  recon¬ 
nection  of  humanity  with  its  Maker. 

He  is  the  Lamb  of  God  slain  from 
the  foundation  of  the  world.  He  came 
so  that  each  of  us  —  dislodged  from  His 
presence,  disengaged  from  His  will,  and 
disturbed  by  our  own  sinfulness  —  could 
be  reunited  and  wonderfully  ignited  by 
the  very  presence  of  God.  Today,  this 
Christmas,  the  Bible  says  that  if  you  will 
turn  from  your  sin  and  turn  to  the  Savior 
we  celebrate,  He  promises  that  whoever 
comes  to  Him,  He  will  not  reject.  Today 
is  your  day  to  trust  Jesus  as  your  Savior. 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at  direc- 
tions@mbcb.org . 


The  Mississippi  Council 
for  Economic  Educa¬ 
tion  sponsored  the  7th 
annuel  international 
summit  at  MISSIS¬ 
SIPPI  COLLEGE.  A 
total  of  49  nations  were 
represented  at  the 
conference  which  at¬ 
tracted  200  high  school 
students  to  learn  more 
about  the  impact  of  the 
world’s  business  cli¬ 
mate.  Shown  are  Ocean 
Springs  students  repre¬ 
senting  Russia. 


In  other  College  News: 


>  A  major  thoroughfare  to  the  William  Carey  University  Hattiesburg  campus  has  becu  re¬ 
named  Wifliam  Carey  Parkway.  The  Hattiesburg  City  Council  unanimously  approved  the  renam¬ 
ing  of  Helveston  Road  and  one  block  of  Penton  Street.  The  renamed  street  connects  US  49  to 
Tuscan  Avenue. 


Twenty-one  WILLIAM  CAREY  UNIVERSITY  students 
were  inducted  into  the  Alpha  Beta  Circle  of  the  Omicron 
Delta  Kappa  national  leadership  honor  society  on  Decem¬ 
ber  3  at  the  Hattiesburg  campus.  -Pictured  are  (first  row, 
from  left)  Lynne  Houston,  assistant  professor  of  education 
and  the  circle’s  faculty  secretary;  Jay  Richardson,  assis 
tant  professor  of  history  and  the  circle’s  faculty  sponsor; 
Arthur  Bienvenu  Jr.  of  Carriers;  (second  row,  from  left) 
Jessica  Boyette  of  Biloxi;  ChomapuwaTinago  of  Harare, 
Zimbabwe;  Lydia  Ulrich  of  Mess  Point;  Hannah  Cook- 
Kelley  of  Phoenix,  Arizona;  Sara  Grace  Golaon  of  Hetties 
burg;  Mary  Hannah  Lott  of  Hattiesburg;  Houston  Saxon 
of  Lumberton;  (third  row,  from  left)  Courtney  Payton  of 
Hattiesburg;  Brittney  Brown  of  Poplarville;  Mary  Courtney 
of  Lumberton;  LauriTuohisto-Kokko  of  Espoo,  Finland; 
Jonathan  Giangrosso  of  Mount  Olive;  Amanda  Campbell 
of  Picayune;  and  Tyler  Harrison  of  Seminary.  Not  pictured 
are  Ashlee  Champagne  of  Ocean  Springs;  Matt  Gatlin  of 
Petal;  LaToya  Govan  of  Hattiesburg;  Austin  Henderson  of 
Petal;  Adrienne  Madden  of  Purvia;  and  Ashtyne  Reid  of 
Sumrall. 


4 


December  17,  2015  Thf.  Baptist  Record 


Women  in  combat? 
Argument  rages  on 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  -The 
U.S.  Department  of  Defense’s 
decision  to  open  all  military 
combat  positions  to  women 
has  rekindled  a  theological  and 
practical  debate  on  the  role  of 
women  in  battle. 

“It  is  no  shock  that  a  secu¬ 
lar  society  that  has  embraced 
feminism  and  transgender 
ideology  is  now  confused 
about  Render  roles  and  war," 
Owen  Strachan,  associate  pro¬ 
fessor  of  Christian  theology  at 
Midwestern  Seminary  in  Kan¬ 
sas  City,  Mo.,  and  president  of 
the  Council  on  Biblical  Man¬ 
hood  and  Womanhood,  told 
Baptist  Press. 

*Men  have  no  idea  who  they 
are  today.  Their  grandfathers 
bled  out  on  beaches  of  Nor¬ 
mandy  to  save  civilization,  but 
most  men  have  no  functional 
concept  of  masculine  self-sacri¬ 
fice.  We  men  a.^k  women  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  us,  to  do  all  the  work 
around  &m  house,  to  disciple 
the  kids,  and  even  to  die  for  U3. 
These  rre  shameful  days." 

In  .1  Dec.  3  announce¬ 
ment,  Defense  Secretary  Ash¬ 
ton  Carter  said  “there  will  be 
no  exceptions"  to  permitting 
women  to  enter  elite  combat 
forces  “as  long  as  they  qualify 
and  meet  the  standards,"  ac¬ 
cording  to  The  Washington 
Post.  About  220,000  jobs, 
some  \o%  of  the  Americar 
military,  have  been  closed  to 
females  but  will  open  Jan.  2. 

Among  the  previously  clos#  d 
>obs  are  positions  in  tee  Nuvy 
SEALs,  Army  Special  Forces, 
and  Marine  Corps  infantry. 

Carter’s  decision  capped 
a  decades-long  loosening  of 
restrictions  on  women  in  the 
military,  including  a  2013  deci¬ 
sion  by  then- Defense  Secretary 
Leon  Panetta  to  lift  the  ban 
on  women  serving  directly  in 
ground  combat  units. 

Strachan  said  Scripture 
teaches  that  men  should  pro¬ 
tect  women  and  children,  a 


principle  with  obvious  applica¬ 
tion  to  militanr  service.  'Chris¬ 
tian  men  read  our  Bibles.  We 
warriors  raised  up  by 
to  defend  His  people  and 
honor  His  name. 

“We  don’t  skip  over  the 
parts  about  David’s  mighty 
men,  Joshua,  Solomon,  and 
men  of  martial  virtue.  These 
stories  are  burned  onto  our 
hearts.  We  see  them  reflect¬ 
ed  in  the  Western  tradition. 
Our  pulse  moves  faster 
when  we  hear  of  Churchill, 
De  Gaulle,  MacArthur,  and 
the  men  they  led  into  battle 
against  evil  adversaries. 

“Christian  men  know  that 
war  is  terrible.  We  do  not  ask 
for  it:  we  confess  with  Augus¬ 
tine  that  war  must  be  just  to  be 
fought.  But  we  also  know  this: 
there  is  one  thing...  worse  than 
dying  —  being  a  coward." 

On  the  opposing  side  of  the 
debate,  Mimi  Haddad,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Christians  for  Bibli¬ 
cal  Equality,  said  Scripture 
and  history  both  point  to  the 
qualification  of  women  for 
combat  service.  “Women’s 
military  acumen  dates  back  to 
biblical  women  like  Jael  who 
singlehandedly  rescued  Israel 
by  skillfully  subduing  Sisera 
and  pounding  a  tent  peg  into 
bis  bead.  Judges  4:21,”  Had¬ 
dad  told  BP. 

“While  history  is  scant  on 
details,  women  served  in  the 
Special  Forces  and  even  on  the 
front  lines  in  WWI  and  WWII. 
though  they  rarely  received 
equal  benefit*  or  recognition 
for  making  the  same  sacrifices 
as  their  male  peers. 

“Like  women  missionaries 
who  flooded  the  world’s  most 
corners,  often  out- 
men  two  to  one, 
women  have  never  shied  away 
from  danger  when  a  higher 
goal  might  be  attained.  The 
question  should  be:  Is  the  per¬ 
son  qualified  to  serve,  not  what 
is  their  sex." 


NOT  ACCEPTABLE  —  A  recent  directive  from  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Defense  opening  all  military  jobs  to  women 
-  including  combat  and  elite  forces  -  has  drawn  the  ire  of 
somes  conservatives  and  religious  groups.  (BP  photo  cour¬ 
tesy  of  archive. defense  gov) 


Advent  process  draws  interest 
from  Southern  Baptist  churches 


NAStflflLLE  (BP)  -  The  late 
Southern  Baptist  seminary 
preaching  professor  Calvin  MiDer 
once  quipped  to  Christianity  To¬ 
day  that  many  Southern  Baptist 
churches  “probably  could  hardly 
spell  Advent"  in  the  early  1990s. 
Not  so  any  longer. 

In  at  lecst  two  holiday  maga¬ 
zines  this  year,  Life  Way  Christian 
Resources  of  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  has  published 
Advent  devotional  books  that  in¬ 
clude  tips  for  observing  Advent. 
North  Carolina’s  Baptist  newspa¬ 
per,  the  Biblical  Recorder,  com¬ 
mends  Advent  to  its  readers  and 
offers  a  list  of  Advent  resources. 

Southern  Baptist  congrega¬ 
tions  across  America  light  Advent 
candles  weekly.  Many  of  those 
churches  purchased  from  Life- 
Way.  So  wny  the  shift? 

Church  historian  Stan  Norman 
said  Baptists  have  begun  to  see 
the  usefulness  of  traditions  once 
viewed  as  too  htuigical  or  high 
church.  Advent  wreaths,  calen¬ 
dars,  and  readings  “seem  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  bit  of  structure  in  a  tradition 
that  has  maybe  gone  too  far  with¬ 
out  structure,"  Norman,  provost 
of  Oklahoma  Baptist  University, 
told  Baptist  Press. 

The  focus  on  Christ  inherent 
in  Advent  celebrations  is  needed 
“in  a  cultural  context  in  which 
we  are  battered  on  every  side 
to  be  diverted  away  from  that," 
Norman  said. 

Derived  from  Latin  word 
meaning  “coming,"  Advent  re¬ 
fers  to  a  four-week  period  of 
preparation  in  Western  church¬ 
es  leading  up  to  Christmas.  For 
most  believers  wbo  observe  it, 
Advent  is  a  time  of  reflecting  on 
Jesus'  first  coming  and  prepar¬ 
ing  for  His  second  coming. 

Advent  tiecame  a  recognized 
Christian  festival  in  the  sixth 
century,  some  400  years  after 
followers  of  Jesus  began  to  cel¬ 
ebrate  Christmas,  said  Michael 
Haykin,  professor  of  church  his¬ 
tory  ami  biblical  spirituality  at 
Southern  .Seminary  in  Ixwisville. 
Ky.  He  noted  some  evidence  of 


fasting  by  believers  in  prepara¬ 
tion  tor  Christinas  during  the 
fourth  century. 

An  Advent  sermon  preached 
by  Pope  Gregory  the  Great  around 
A.D.  600  may  be  evidence  Advent 
had  gained  official  recognition 
by  then.  The  festival  was  a  staple 
of  the  Christian  calendar  by  toe 
High  Middle  Ages  (1000-1300), 
Haykin,  a,  told  BP. 

Change  came  with  the  Prot¬ 
estant  Reformation,  when  there 
was  “a  trimming  of  the  calendar 
by  afl  of  the  Protestants  in  an 
effort  to  bring  church  activities 
in  line  with  toe  instructions  of 
Scripture,  Haykin  said. 

Anglicans  and  Lutherans 
maintained  Advent.  Puritans 
—  British  and  American  Chris¬ 
tians  who  sought  to  purify  the 
Church  of  England  in  the  1500s 
and  1600s  —  believed  churches 
should  eliminate  all  worship 
practices  without  dear  biblical 
warrant.  They  included  Advent 
in  that  categoiy.  In  fact,  they 
eliminated  all  Christian  celebra¬ 
tions  except  the  Lord  s  Day. 

Early  Baptists,  with  many 
of  their  roots  in  Puritanism, 
“would  have  shared  that  sort  of 
attitude,"  Haykin  said. 

Not  until  the  late  1700s  did 
Baptists'  aversion  to  Christmas 
start  to  shift,  with  English  pas¬ 
tor  John  Ryland,  for  example, 
preaching  a  Christmas  sermon. 
By  the  mid-  1800s.  Baptists 
began  to  celebrate  Christmas 
more  broadly,  Haykin  and  Nor¬ 
man  said. 

Basil  Manly  Jr.,oneofSouth- 
em  Seminary  s  founding  pro¬ 
fessors,  wrote  in  an  1867  letter 
that  “a  custom  has  sprung  up. 
since  the  [Civil  1  War  began,  of 
having  a  Christmas  tree.  Lon¬ 
don  pastor  Charles  Spurgeon 
said  in  an  1891  sermon  that 
while  “perhaps  it  is  not  right  to 
have  the  birthday  celebrated." 
he  would  “say  nothing,  today, 
against  festivities  on  that  great 
hirthdav  of  Christ  ” 

Yet  even  as  Christmas  celebra¬ 
tions  expanded  among  Baptists, 


Norman  said.  Advent  remained 
unpopular  because  it  was  seen  as 
a  vestige  of  high  church  traditions 
including  Roman  Catholicism 
“Not  until  probably  the  middle 
of  the  20th  centuryr  did  we  see  an 
openness  to  actual  Advent  being 
incorporated,"  he  said 

Among  the  early  expressions 
of  Advent’s  blossoming  was  a 
1965  Advent  devotional  book  by 
R.L.  Middleton  published  by  the 
Sunday  School  Board, 
precursor  oganua- 
owever,  tne  book  did 
not  use  the  term  Advent.  That 
same  year,  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee  defended  the  celebration  of 
Christmas  generally  in  its  publi¬ 
cation  The  Baptist  Program. 

Today’s  proliferation  of  Ad¬ 
vent  observance  may  be  part  of 
a  “pushback"  against  the  con¬ 
temporary  worship  movement 
as  believers  seek  increased  “so¬ 
lemnity"  and  “sobriety,"  Norman 
said.  Haykin  said  Advent  helps 
contemporary  believers  set  them 
selves  apart  from  a  world  that 
is  more  “hostile  to  the  Christian 
faith"  than  the  world  of  Puritans 
and  early'  Baptists 

.Allan  Blume,  currently  the  edi¬ 
tor  of  the  Biblical  Recorder,  was 
one  Baptist  pastor  to  incorporate 
Advent  into  his  Christmas  cel¬ 
ebration  for  the  reason  articulated 
by  Haykin.  In  35  years  of  pastoral 
ministry,  Blume  found  Advent 
was  “a  time  to  keep  the  focus  on 
Jesus  daily  in  the  middle  of  a  sea¬ 
son  that  keeps  drawing  our  atten¬ 
tion  to  material  items. 

Blume  wrote  in  a  Recorder  edi¬ 
torial,  “I  had  heard  of  Advent  but 
always  brushed  it  aside  as  some¬ 
thing  only  liturgical  churches  did 
1  learned  it  is  a  verv  popular  tradi 
twin  in  Ckrmany,  the  homeland  of 
my  family  name. 

"I  began  a  multi-year  investiga¬ 
tion  into  the  history  of  the  .Advent 
tradition.  The  more  1  studied,  the 
more  I  wondered  why  evangeli 
cals  were  missing  out  on  all  <>f  th* 
rich  meaning  and  pure  jo>  of  Ad 
vent  celebrations." 
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PINEVIEW  CHURCH,  LAUREL,  held  baptism  services  Nov. 
20.  Shown,  front,  is  Issec  Page;  middle  row,  Robert  Tidwell, 
Betty  Taylor,  Shelia  Busby,  and  Aaron  Busby;  back  row,  Tim 
Nelson,  and  Alan  Busby,  who  baptized  his  wife  Shelia  and 
son  Aaron. 


The  WMU  Joy  Ladies  Group,  FIRST 

CHURCH,  MT.  PLEASANT,  made  diapers 
for  babies  in  Haiti. The  group  is  also  collecting 
and  cleaning  medicine  bottles  for  Malawi,  Af¬ 
rica.  Shown  are  Carol  Gardner,  Bobbie  Loftin, 
Mae  Felts,  AlteneTeel,  and  Sarah  Bolden. 


BETHANY  CHURCH,  PRENTISS,  hosted 
its  second  annual  Christmas  Benefit  Dec.  5, 
with  alt  proceeds  donated  to  the  Baptist  Chil¬ 
dren's  Village.  Walt  Grayson,  guest  speaker 
Shown  are  Grayson,  Jo  Grayson,  pastor  Lee 
Faler  and  his  wife  Jordan. 


The  men's  ministry  of  CALVARY  CHURCH,  PETAL,  held  its  snnual  fish  fry 
in  November  with  approximately  40  members  sttending. 


NEW  HOPE  CHURCH,  LEE  COUNTY,  presented  the  Christmas  cantata 
"Believe."  Lowell  Johnson,  pastor;  Brent  Sanders,  music  minister. 
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XFZV  EYOZMIIC:  PGUMR-MTY 
Clue:  X  =  I 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible  knowl¬ 
edge.  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  encoded  by 
letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted  throughout 
die  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week’s 
puale:  John  3:16 

B,  Charles  Mar*.  IM2-2004.  ©  2005 


Schools’  stances  on  Christmas 
scrutinized  by  religious  groups 


Aft 

IlewBeginnings 

china. 


UNIVERSITY,  Ms.  (BP  and 
local  reports)  -  The  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Mississippi  in  Ox¬ 
ford  nas  come  under  fire  for 
the  Student  Activities  As¬ 
sociation’s  decision  to  re¬ 
name  a  Christmas-related 
activity  from  “Grand  Ole 
Christmas”  to  “Hotty  Toddy 
Holiday  ”  supposedly  to  ac¬ 
commodate  tne  school’s  di¬ 
verse  student  population. 

“We  really  wanted  to,  kind 
of  like,  change  the  atmosphere 
from  last  year  and  that  would 
explain  the  name  change,” 
said  Kayp  Maye,  SAA  co¬ 
director  of  special  events,  in 
an  interview  on  the  student- 
led  cable  television  channel 
NewsWatch99.  “Grand  Ole 
Christmas’  was  just,  it  con¬ 
noted  too  much  Christianity 
on  campus  and  so  we  want¬ 
ed  to  have  a  more  inclusive 
environment  for  the  holidays 
this  year.” 

After  the  move  garnered 
national  headlines  and  con¬ 
demnation  from  religious 
groups,  the  school’s  adminis- 
tntion  released  a  statement 
that  read,  “The  university’s 
v  ce  chancellor  of  student 
affairs,  Brandi  Hephner  La- 
Lane,  was  told  by  a  student 
lhat  his  quote  to  the  news 
nedia  about  the  event,  ‘Hot- 


COUPON 

CODE 

•BR15* 

FORA  $250 
DISCOUNT 


•  Male  and  female  children  aie  available  for 

•  Children  may  beaa  young  as  birth  h  fourtew 

.sag: 

iviiikw. 


ty  Toddy  Holiday,’  was  taken 
out  of  context  and  that  he 
had  insufficient  time  to  give 
a  thoughtful  answer.  He  said 
the  quote  does  not  accurately 
express  his  Christian  faith  or 
the  reason  for  the  name  given 
to  the  event. 

“*This  is  a  2i-year-old  stu¬ 
dent  who  wanted  to  make  all 
students  feel  welcome  and 
come  to  this  annual  event,’ 
the  vice  chancellor  said.  ‘He 
is  very  sincere  in  his  wish 
that  he  had  expressed  himself 
better.  It  is  unfortunate  that 
these  reports,  including  rep¬ 
etition  of  incomplete  infor¬ 
mation  on  social  media,  have 
misrepresented  the  nature  of 
the  event  and  his  intent  as  a 
Christian  to  welcome  people 
of  all  faiths  and  backgrounds. 

“This  student  organization 
led  a  celebration  that  contin¬ 
ued  to  honor  Christmas  tradi¬ 
tions  while  welcoming  all  stu¬ 
dents  to  a  holiday  gathering .” 

Meanwhile,  for  the  second 
time  in  recent  months  the 
University  of  Tennessee  at 
Knoxville  (UTK)  has  removed 
a  controversial  Web  post 
from  its  diversity  office  after 
state  officeholders  threat¬ 
ened  funding  cuts  and  called 
for  employee  resignations 
and  terminations. 
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A  December  website  post 
urging  UTK  employees  to  re¬ 
spect  a  diversity  of  beliefs 
when  hosting  parties  dur¬ 
ing  the  Christmas  season  has 
been  dropped  in  favor  of  a 
more  general  message  posted 
on  the  UTK  website. 

“As  we  enter  the  holiday 
season,  please  be  mindful  of 
the  rich  diversity  of  our  cam¬ 
pus  community,”  the  revised 
post  reads  in  part,  and  makes 
no  specific  mention  of  Christ¬ 
mas.  “Recognizing  a  wide  va¬ 
riety  of  cultures  and  beliefs, 
we  should  note  that  people 
choose  to  celebrate  in  differ¬ 
ent  ways  and  on  varying  days 
of  the  year." 

That’s  compared  to  the 
original  posting  days  earlier 
that  urged  university  employ¬ 
ees  to  avoid  any  “emphasis  on 
religion  or  culture,”  to  “ensure 
your  holiday  party  is  not  a 
Christmas  party  in  disguise," 
and  to  “not  play  games  with 
religious  and  cultural  themes" 
suen  as  “Secret  Santa.” 

As  recently  as  September, 
the  university  dropped  a  diver¬ 
sity  office  posting  Dy  UTK  Pride 
Center  director  Donna  Braquet 
that  instructed  students  and 
faculty  in  using  what  were  de¬ 
scribed  as  “gender-neutral  pro¬ 
nouns”  of  “ze”  and  “xyr." 


MS  POSITIONS 


THE  LEAKE  COUNTY  BAPTIST  AS¬ 
SOCIATION  IS  ACCEPTING  RESUMES 
FOR  FULL-TIME  ASSOCIATIONAL 
DIRECTOR  OF  MISSIONS  Please 
submit  resumes  to  Evelyn  McGivney. 
132  Cullen  Road.  Carthage  MS  39051 


PROVIDENCE  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN 
HATTIESBURG  IS  SEEKING  EITHER  A 
FULL-TIME  OR  PART-TIME  STUDENT 
MINISTER.  Please  send  resume  lo  1180 
EalonvrMe  Road  Hattiesburg  MS  39401 
or  email  to  secretary Qprovfrc  org 


FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  EL- 
LISVILLE  IS  SEEKING  A  FULL-TIME 
YOUTH  MINISTER  Send  resumes  to 
First  Baptist  Church,  attention  John 
Howard  Robert sorV Search  Committee 
302  E  Hotly  St  EWiswMe  MS  39437  or 
email  efbcyouthmtnQgmarl  com 


WE  ARE  SEEKING  A  BI-VOCATIONAL 
PASTOR  Please  send  resumes  to 
enonbaptistchurchBouttook  com  or 
mail  them  to  Enon  Baptist  Church.  2604 
Carrollton  Rd  Grenada  MS  38901  attn 
Laura  Coo* 


FBC  MENDENHALL  IS  ACCEPTING 

RESUMES  FOR  A  FULL-TIME  MINIS 

TER  OF  MUSIC  Please  send  resume 

to  PO  Box  366  Mendenhall  MS  39114 

or  email  to  swarrenffibcmeodenhatl  <*9 


COPIAH  COUNTY  BAPTIST  ASSO¬ 
CIATION  SEEKING  PART-TIME  ASSO¬ 
CIATION  MISSION  DIRECTOR  Please 
send  Resumes  to  Mr  Larry  Paptzan 
Copiah  County  Baptist  Association  P  0 
Box  230,  HazVeburst  MS  39083 


NEEDE0  FULL  TIME  OR  Bl- VOCA¬ 
TIONAL  MINISTER  Of  YOUTH  AND 
CHILDREN  AT  ASHLAND  BAPTIST 
CHURCH  IN  ASHLAND.  MS  Send 
resumes  to  Mr  Stanley  Port  PO  Box 
35  Ashland  MS  38603  or  email  to 
stanieyport^yahoo  com 
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ATTACKS 


com.  from  p  1 


all  societies  and  persons  a 
MS  issued  /  nr* 


access  to  the  site,  it  has  done  little 
to  lessen  the  volatility. 

Others  have  viewed  footage  of 
previous  Arab  knife- wielding  at¬ 
tacks  on  Jewish  residents.  Foot¬ 
age  of  a  voun£  Palestinian  woman 
who  stare  a  Jewish  man,  and  her 
subsequent  treatment  by  Israeli 
security  forces  was  viewed  by 
Arab  men  who  later  used  knives  to 
strike  out  at  Jews. 

In  recent  days,  the  so-called 
Islamic  State  (ISIS)  has 
Hebrew-language  threats  against 
Israel  and  global  Judaism.  These 
speakers  chum  solidarity  with  the 
current  violence  in  Israel  and  sup¬ 
port  for  the  perpetrators.  Clearly 
ISIS  has  no  organized  presence  in 
Israel  or  the  occupied  territories, 
nor  do  other  organizations  seem 
to  have  control  of  these  events. 
Like  the  so-called  “Arab  Sprint" 
viral  images  as  well  as  9ociaf  media 
seem  to  fuel  this  renewed  conflkt 

Many  of  those  committing 
violent  acts  seem  to  be  religiously 
marginal  However,  this  does  not 
mean  that  they  are  not  national¬ 
istic  nor  culturally  idealistic.  The 
‘  ed  threat  to  the  Al  Aqsa 
e  is  not  just  religious.  It  can 
j  be  seen  as  a  national  and 
cultural  icon.  Additionally,  images 
of  young  women  assaulting  Jew¬ 
ish  men  and  suffering  violence  for 
their  actions  results  in  culturally- 
driven,  chaotic  emotions  in  young 
Arab  men. 

The  daytime  commission  of 
Arab-on-Jewish  violence  destabi¬ 
lises  daily  life  in  many  way*.  The 
use  of  cutting  weapons,  knifes, 
and  cleavers,  and  the  nature  of  the 
perpetrators  allow  them  to  blend 
into  foot  traffic  in  Jerusalem  more 
easily.  This  is  in  contrast  to  young 
men  taring  AK-47S. 

Many  of  the  attackers  have 
their  social,  economic,  and  po¬ 
litical  well-being  anchored  in 
the  nation  of  Israel.  They  attend 
government  schools,  serve  in 
Arab- Israeli  civic  organizations, 
and  vote  in  Israeli  elections.  In 
the  second  intifada  from  2000- 


200s  similar  tensions  arose  but 
for  the  most  part  peaceful  coexis¬ 
tence  has  been  the  norm.  Israeli 
Jewish  populations  and  security 
forces  could  assume  that  per¬ 
sons  who  were  not  part  of  groups 
like  Hamas  were  unlikely  to  be 
threats  to  Jewish  citizens. 

While  these  issues  in  isolation 
are  complex  and  confusing  to 
outsiders,  an  additional  perspec¬ 
tive  needs  to  be  considered.  To 
use  the  word  “axis,"  the  values  of 
ail  societies  and  persons  can  be 


1  values  stretches 
from  collectivism  on  one  ex¬ 
treme  to  individualism  at  the 
other.  The  second  set  of  human 
norms  stretches  from  honor/ 
shame  to  innocence/guih. 

Middle  Easterners  both  He¬ 
brew  and  Arab  tend  to  be  de¬ 
fined  by  collectivism  and  honor/ 
shame  whereas  Westerners 
identify  with  individualism 
and  innocence/guilt  It  is  hard 
for  Americans  to  comprehend 
choices  which  value  communal 
life  more  highly  than  individual 
life  and  expend  energies  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  honor  of  the  community 
even  at  the  cost  of  being  seen  as 


violence 


is  crowing  viol 
between  the  “other"  ethnic 
dents  of  the  Holy  Land  is  an¬ 
other  reality  driven  by  biblical 
injunctions.  Jews  and  Christians 
struggle  with  the  command 
given  in  Leviticus  19:18,  "Love 
your  neighbor  as  yourself."  The 
Question  asked  of  Jesus  in  the 
first  century  is  still  being  asked 
today:  "Who  is  my  neighbor?" 

Some  are  in  communities  of 
faith  and  are  struggling  to  love  in 
the  midst  of  deep  communal  dis¬ 
trust  and  individual  anger,  seek- 
;  to  walk  humbly  with  God  and 


One  Palestinian  recounts  how 
becoming  a  follower  of  Christ 
has  taught  him  love  and  forgive¬ 
ness  for  nis  Jewish  neighbors.  His 
words  speak  of  the  transforma¬ 
tion  which  Jesus  Christ  brings  to 
the  ethnic  hatred  and  destruction 
in  the  world. 


HEADLINE 


com.  from  p.  1 


Briefing,  on  Dec.  3.  He  pointed 
out  the  oddity'  of  a  politically  lib¬ 
eral  news  outlet  demeaning  Re¬ 
publican  leaders  for  reacting  to  a 
tragedy  by  sharing  “thoughts  and 
prayers"  since  Democratic  lead¬ 
ers,  such  as  U.S.  Vice  President 
Joe  Bklen  and  Chelsea  Clinton, 
daughter  of  Democratic  presi¬ 
dential  candidate  Hillary  Clin¬ 
ton,  made  similar  statements 
only  months  ago  after  a  mass 


M< 


prayer  i 
Ik  gesti 


Truth  is  not  relative. 


Find  it  in  the  One  who  is  the  way,  truth,  and  life. 


*  simpl\  share  the  tollowim;  prayer  with  God 

in  your  own  words: 

v  "  I.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you.  (1  haves  sinned.) 

^  2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  m\  sin> 

and  freedom  from  eternal  death.  (I  repent.) 
^  M  1.  I  believe  |esih  died  and  rose  from  the 
grave  to  forgive  my  sins  and  to  restore 
.  my  relationship  with  \ou. 

**2t.  By  faith,  I  invite  |esus  C  hrist  into  mv  life. 
From^Mjriime  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving  relationship 
fWrh  Him*  (t  receive  (  hrist  as  my  Savior  and  Lord.) 
tfU.  •is  /narrv%*  him  l<>  them  he  #«ne  ihv  rii*ht  In  hr c  ome  1  hildrrn  of 

Clod.  even  fo  /hose  who  bvliew  in  hi s  name."  (/ohn  J .  \  1\ 
tf  vou  make  a  decision  for  Christ  today,  contact  a  local  Southern  Baptist  church 

for  spiritual  guidance*. 


'Christians  looking  at  this  have  to  understand 
that  nothing  —  no  law.  no  political  action  can 
actually  solve  the  problem  —  can  'fix  it,'  as  the 
New  York  Daily  News  demands,  because  the 
problem  is  in  the  human  heart,  not  just  in  the 
events  that  come  with  horrifying  headlines. 


R.  Albert  MohUr  Jr. 
pmlJriH  of  Southern  Seminary 


declared,  “It  tdls  us 
about  our  contem¬ 
porary  political  scene  and  about 
the  continued  secularization  of 
America  that  the  words  Thoughts 
and  prayers’  have  now  become  a 
matter  of  political  debate." 

Yet  the  issue  is  not  wholly 
political,  Mohler  said.  “From  a 
Christian  perspective  we  have 
to  understand  that  more  than  a 
response  to  the  phrase  Thoughts 
ana  prayers’  is  at  work  here.  The 
New  York  Daity  News  after  aft, 
in  that  screaming  headline,  de¬ 
clared  *God  isn’t  fixing  this.’  That 
is  something  Christians  need  to 
note  very,  very  carefully." 

There  is  a  deep  moral  I 
in  all  people  for  the  [ 
this  world  to  be  solved,  Mohler 
noted  "Christians  looking  at  this 
have  to  understand  that  nothing 
—  no  law,  no  political  action  can 
actually  solve  the  problem  —  1 
can  ‘fix  it,’  as  the  New  York  Dai¬ 
ly  News  demands,  because  the 
problem  is  in  the  btunan  heart, 
not  just  in  the  events  that  come 
with  horrifying  headlines.* 

The  insufficiency  for  gov¬ 
ernmental,  educational,  psy¬ 
chological  and  other  solutions 
to  truly  fix  the  problem  of  hu¬ 
man  violence  points  to  the  ne¬ 
cessity  and  propriety  of  prayer 
in  the  face  of  murderous  evil, 
Mohler  said 

"[The  Christian]  reflex  to 
is  not  a  matter  of  pub- 
gesture,  it  is  a  matter  of 
heartfelt  concern,  or  at  least  it 
certainly  ought  to  be,"  he  said 


“We  are  both  humbled  and 
horrified  from  the  biblical  per¬ 
spective  in  understanding  the 
brokenness  of  the  human  heart 
that  is  reflected  in  the  broken¬ 
ness  of  the  world" 


an  opinion  about  ram  control 
on  Twitter.  Ironically,  enough, 
the  Don’t  Just  Pray  There,  Do 
Something’  meme  will  actually 


Only  God  can,  and  one  day 
ill  “fait,"! .  ‘ 


will  “fa  it,"  Mohler  said  Yet,  that 
doesn’t  preclude  the  necessity  for 
Americans  to  have  a  meaning- 
in  control 


ful  discussion  about  gun  < 
“[WJhere  there  is  the  possibility 
of  doing  something  that  wiD  reaDy 
decrease  the  potential  for  human 
evfl,  we  ought  rightly  to  do  it" 

Moore  said,  I  have  no  objec¬ 
tion  to  people  making  the  case 
for  tightened  gun  control  even 
if  I  don’t  agree  with  all  their  pro¬ 
posed  solutions.  Let’s  have  that 
debate.  ...The  ’prayer-shaming’ 
on  social  media,  however,  is  not 
really  about  that  debate  at  all. 

“What  most  meant  by  ‘do 
something’  was  to,  weO,  < 


"We  do  believe  that  God 
can  intervene,  to  comfort  the 
hurting  and  even  to  ener¬ 
gize  ourselves  and  others  for 
right  action.  For  those  who 
don’t  believe  in  the  power  of 
prayer,  the  last  thing  any  of 
us  should  want  is  social  pres¬ 
sure  to  pretend  to  pray,  what 
we  cgn  expect,  though,  is  for 
neighbors  to  express  in  what¬ 
ever  ways  they  nave,  *We  love 
one  another,  and  we  hurt  for 
one  another/ 

“When  that  becomes  just 
another  culture  war  battlefield, 
we’ve  lost  more  than  a  set  of 
policy  proposals.  We’ve  lost 
the  social  cohesion  we  need  to 
do  anything." 


Submission  Guidelines 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish  news  and 


churches  0/  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  News  items 
and/or  photographs  depicting  benefits  and  activities  for  secular 
or  outside  organizations  will  not  be  published. 

Preferred  method:  news  may  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  e-rnarl  address  below,  and  must  be  included  in  the 
message  segment  of  an  e-mail  form.  Secondary  method:  news 
may  be  typewritten  or  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  11-inch  paper 
and  mailed.  AM  articles  must  be  received  in  writing:  no  articles 
will  be  accepted  over  the  telephone.  Due  to  ever-present  virus 
threats,  no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted.  Photograph 
attachments  in  JPEG  format  are  permissible. 


1  make  art idee  concise.  Include  the  who.  what,  when, 
where  details  of  the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's 
address  and  telephone  number. 

Photographs  must  be  submitted  electronically  via  email,  as 
attachments  in  JPEG  format.  Hard  copy  photographs  mailed 
through  the  postal  service  will  not  be  accepted.  Photo* 
graphs  must  be  dear,  sharp,  and  welMtghted  Photographs 
must  depict  people  No  landscape- .  building-,  or  object-only 
photographs  will  be  printed.  Photographs  containing  inappropri¬ 
ate  gestures  and  objectionable  clothing  will  not  be  published 
CeM  phone  photographs  and  other  low  resolution  items  that  do 
not  reproduce  well  on  newsprint  are  generally  not  publishable. 

There  is  no  guarantee  that  news  items  and/or  photographs 
will  be  published,  and  unsolicited  material  will  not  be 
acknowledged  or  returned.  AM  news  items  ere  subject  to 
editing,  and  aM  photographs  are  subject  to  cropping  News 
items  end/or  photographs  can  be  published  one  time  only 
Deadline  for  submitting  news  is  one  week  prior  to  requested 
publication  date  Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  wiM  be 
published  on  a  space-available  basis  These  guidelines  are 
not  meant  to  be  exhaustive 

Submit  news  to  The  Baptist  Record.  PO  Box  530.  Jackson 
MS  39205-0630  FAX:  (601)  292-3330  E-mail:  beptistrecord© 
mbcb.org 
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A  portion  ot  Thti  Village  View  is  allocated 
each  month  to  a  l;  a  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and 
Memory  Mary  groups  and  individuals 

elect  to  pav  tribute  to  others  through  this 

sensitive  rneamngtut  and  helpful 
medium  This  feature  is  hopefully  d«- 


HONORS 


Tommy  ft  Mary  Emma  Allen 
frfr  ft  Mrs.  James  R  Clark 
Jason  ft  Leah  Kackiey,  Sarah, 
Noah  ft  Molly 
Rev.  ft  Mrs.  Ken  Anderson 
Brecken  Anderson 
Rev .  ft  Mrs.  Ken  Anderson 
Brennan  and  Elizabeth  Anderson 
Rev.  ft  Mrs.  Ken  Andesson 
Patsy  ft  Perry  Atherton 
Mrs.  Virginia  H.  Atherton 
Mrs.  Virgil  Bariov* 

Ms.  Linda  T.  Milner 
Tommy  ft  Betty  Barrett 
Mrs.  Penny  Washington 
Mrs.  Carolyn  Baxter 
Immanuel  BC  Keenagers 
Jennifer  ft  David  Blakeslee 
Rev.  ft  Mrs.  Ken  Anderson 
Rev.  James  Breland 
Mrs.  Penny  Washington 
Milton  ft  Jerry  Burd 
Mrs.  Penny  Washington 
Mrs.  Bette  Burrows 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Krandall  Howell 
Mrs.  Gary  Carpenter 
Ms.  Linda  T.  Milner 
Joy  Carpenter 
Mrs.  Jan  Wallace 
Wesley  ft  Hilda  Chandler 
Mn.  Sarah  C.  Scott 
Phillip,  Megan  and  Teddie 
Grace  Chapman 

Rev.  ft  Mrs.  Ken  Anderson 
Stephini  and  Chuck  Chapman 
Rev.  ft  Mrs  Ken  Anderson 
Staff  of  First  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Penny  Washington 
Judy  ft  Lance  Cleveland 
Mrs.  Virginia  H.  Atherton 
Mildred  Collins 
Barbara  Easterling 
Ray  and  Peggy  Cothran 
Mrs.  Penny  Washington 
Hines  and  Ella  Cronin 
Mrs  Penny  Washington 
C.  T.  ft  Trrna  Danna 
Mrs.  Penny  Washington 
Jennings  ft  Betty  Sue  Dixon 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Krandall  Howell 
Jo  ft  Bobby  L  auburn 

Mrs.  Virginia  H.  Atherton 
Rev.  Brad  Beckwith  ft  Family 
Mrs.  Penny  Washington 
Mrs.  Glenda  Fry 
Mr  ft  Mrs  Krandall  Howell 
Dr  Gino  Gianfrancesco 
Mr  E.J.  Troadair 
Man  Jane  Gibaon 

Elaey,  Elam  ft  Jonathan 


C**ID+ 


Dr-  Rory  Lee,  Executive  Director 

P.O.  Box  27 

Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 
(601)922-2242 


Governor  Phil  Bryant  along  with  his  wife  Deborah 
participated  in  a  annual  Christmas  event  for  The 
Baptist  Children's  Village  sponsored  by  Harley 
Davidson  of  Central  Mississippi.  Governor  Bry¬ 
ant  rode  his  motorcycle  in  theToy  Run  and  Mrs. 
Bryaot  rode  in  the  caravan  with  BCV  children  and 
staff.  He  also  made  remarks  at  the  event  in  which 
he  shared  about  his  days  as  a  younger  man  when 
he  and  others  who  were  part  of  a  civic  organiza¬ 
tion  helped  provide  a  Christmas  shopping  trip  with 
BCV  residents.  Pictured  L-R  are  Rory  Lee,  BCV 
Executive  Director,  ChrystelleThames,  BCV  Direc¬ 
tor  of  Public  Relations,  and  Governor  Phil  Bryant 
and  Mrs.  Deborah  Bryant. 


MERRY 

CHRISTMAS 


Mississippi  Men  Standing  Tall  (MMST)  donated  bikes  and  toys  for  The  Baptist 
Children's  Village  ministry.  Pictured  are  Jeremy  Barnes,  Brion  Guthrie,  and 

Mike  Stephens 


Judy  Duncan  ft  Sara 
Donna  and  Lamar  Gordon 
Rev  ft  Mrs  Ken  Anderson 
Mrs.  Martha  Gordon 

Rev.  ft  Mrs  Ken  Anderson 
Doctors  Glen  ft  Marilyn  (.rave* 
Ms  Twib  Rawson 
Susan  Hardy 

Mrs.  Jane  Wilkinson 
Allen  Hobbs 

Mr.  At  Mrs  John  Hobbs 
Amy.  Jay  and  Lucy  Hutton 
Rev  ft  Mrs  Ken  Anderson 
Mr  ft  Mrs  lament  Jarrell 
Dr  ft  Mrs  Bill  Woherton 
Robert  and  Megan  Chapman. 
Charlotte  ft  John 

Rev  ft  Mrs  Ken  Anderson 
Buck  ft  Jo  Jones 
Mr  ft  Mrs  James  K  Clark 
Helen  Jordan 
Helen  Jordan  S3C.  FBC 
Greenville 
Susan  Kackiey 

Rev  ft  Mrs  Ken  Anderson 
Mrs  Helen  I  amnions 


Mr  ft  Mrs.  Judd  A.  Morrison 
Jackye  Murray 
Mrs  Jane  Wilkmaoi. 

Rebecca  W  Norsworthv 
Mary  .  Mux  ft  Jen  Ball 
Libby  Patterson 
Ms  Twila  Rawson 
Mr  ft  Mrs  Percy  Peeler 
Mrs.  Eva  Nell  MiKon 
Shirley  Pratt 
Mrs  Jane  S.  Gruzard 
Mattie  RiaK 

Mr  ft  Mrs  James  E  Clark 
Bill  ft  Ann  Ripper 
Ruth  Class.  FBC  Santis 
Ietgh  Ann  Robertson 
Mrs  Penny  Washington 
Nf«ma  Robertson 
Mrs  Pennv  Washington 
Sue  M  Smith 

Mrs.  Cat  hen  ne  S  McNeaoe 
Bubby  Trosclair 

I>r  ft  Mrs  Gino  Guinfrancoce 
Sonia  Truitt 

Mr  ft  Mrs  Gwvndell  Peanon 


Ruby  Louise  Turner 
Mr  ft  Mrs  James  E  Clark 
Johnnie  Walker 

Mr  ft  Mrs  Krandall  Howell 
Mrs  Gomer  Wallace 
M.v  lamia  T  Milner 
Kelly  ft  Lynn  Wilson 
Mr  ft  Mrs  Douglas.! 
Zimpfer 

Mr  ft  Mrs  Dan  Wnght 
Mel  ft  lhanne  Moms 


Mrs  Edith  M  Aldridge 
Balfour  ft  Mary  Elizabeth 
Lipacomb 

Mr  ft  Mrs  James  E  Clark 
Laura  Mash  bum 

Mr  ft  Mrs.  Arthur  E  Bishop 
Mrs  Bennie  Matthews 
Ms  Linda  T  Milner 
Libby  Matthews 
Mrs  Jan  Wallace 
Blanche  McClaflm 
Mrs  Mary  Jane  Ervin 
Mr  ft  Mrs  James  McCool 
Mel  ft  Dianne  Moms 
Nell  Me  Reynolds  It  Fanutv 
Mr  ft  Mrs  John  T  Morrow 
Linda  Milner 

Mrs  Jan  Wallace 
Ministers  ft  Staff  of  KFK  ( .rerun  to 
Mr  ft  Mrs  Phillip  H  Heard 
Mrs  Eddie  Myrtle  Moore 
Mr  ft  Mrs  Jack  Alexander 
Joyce  Morgan 

Mrs  Marjorie  M  Carter 
Nita  Mormon 


HAPPY  NEW  YEAR 


The  Bapiisi  Childrens  Village 
residents,  staff  and  board  of 
trustees  wish  \ou  and  \mns 
a  very  special  Christmas  and 
a  ha|>p\.  healtln  and  h<>|ie 
filled  New  >eai 


Michael  Ah  are/ 

Mr  ft  Mrs  Arthur  D  Burnett 
EfoLse  Avery 
Ms  Peggy  I.  Hi II house 
Elton  Beard 
Bunker  Hill  BC 

Mr  ft  Mrs  Shirlev  D  Bohiinnan 
Mr  ft  Mrs  William  I.  Bt^uimun 


•«  Sunday  School  Lessons  for  December  20, 2015 

The  King  Worshiped  •  Matthew  2:1-12 


“Now  when  Jesus  was  born  in  Beth¬ 
lehem  of  Judea  in  the  days  of  Herod 
the  king,  behold,  there  came  wise  men 
from  the  east  to  Jerusalem,"  Matthew 
2:1  (KJV).  A  key  part  of  our  traditional 
celebration  of  Christmas  is  the  stoiy  of 
the  Wise  Men.  We  sing  songs  like  *We 
Three  Kings  of  Orient  Are."  With  very 
little  effort  at  all  you  can  probably  re¬ 
member  hearing  it  sung  over  the  years 
Christmas  after  Christmas. 

"We  three  kings  of  Orient  are,  bearing 
gifts  we  traverse  afar  Field  and  fountain, 
moor  and  mountain.  Following  yonder 
star.  O  star  of  wonder,  star  of  night.  Star 
with  loyal  beauty  bright,  Westward  lead¬ 
ing,  still  proceeding,  Guide  us  to  thy  per¬ 
fect  light." 

I  enjoy  the  sights  and  sounds  of 
Christmas  and  do  not  want  to  lessen 
the  joy  of  our  American  Christmas  tra¬ 
ditions.  However,  when  it  comes  to 
Bible  Study  we  need  to  read  and  accept 
the  teaching  of  God’s  word.  Most  of  you 
are  already  wondering  why  I  quoted  the 
words  of  a  song  that  talks  of  three  wise 
men  and  with  deeper  thought  wonder 
why  the  song  calls  them  kings.  The  only 
authoritative  source  of  information  and 
details  about  the  wise  men  that  come 
from  the  east  to  Jerusalem  is  today’s  text 
in  the  second  chapter  of  Matthew.  What 
can  we  find  out  about  this  story  and  what 
message  it  has  for  us? 


Sometimes  the  common  language  of 
the  Message  Bible  draws  our  attention  to 
what  the  Bible  say >  and  what  it  doesn’t 
say.  The  Message  paraphrase  of  Mat¬ 
thew  2:1  reads,  "After  Jesus  was  born  in 
Bethlehem  village,  Judah  territory  -  this 
was  during  Herod’s  kingship  -  a  band 
of  scholars  arrived  in  Jerusalem  from 
the  East,"  Matthew  2:1  (MSG).  Note 
the  Gospel  writer  does  not  *ell  us  how 
many  Wise 
Men  were 
in  the  band 
of  scholars 
that  arrived 
from  the 
East.  Also, 
we  are  only 
told  these 
men  cable 
from  some¬ 
where  East 
of  Jerusalem. 

They  knew  when  and  where  to  start 
looking  for  the  King  of  the  Jews  because 
they  saw  a  new  star  in  the  sky.  The  star 
led  them  to  Jerusalem.  The  Wise  Men 
told  King  Herod,  “we  saw  His  star  in  the 
east,"  Matthew  2:2b  (HCSB).  When  they 
proceeded  to  Bethlehem:  “there  it  was  - 
the  star  they  had  seen  in  the  east!  It  led 
them  until  it  came  and  stopped  above  the 
place  where  the  child  was,  Matthew  2:9 
(HCSB). 


The  ck-ar  natural  meaning  of  the 
scripture  is  that  God  miraculously  led 
the  Wis '  Men  to  Jesus  with  a  star  He 
created  for  that  special  mission. 

The  Wise  Men  came  prepared  with 
gifts  to  use  in  worshipping  the  new  King. 
They  brought  extravagant  gifts  to  uie  in 
worshipping  the  New  King.  Our  Christ¬ 
mas  c.irol  "We  Three  Kings  of  Orient 


myrrh. 

There  is  a  villainous  and  illegitimate 
Roman  appointed  ki  ng  who  is  a  key  char¬ 
acter  in  this  story.  He  is  known  in  history 
as  Herod  the  Great.  He  was  insanely  sus¬ 
picious  of  anyone  who  he  thought  might 
threaten  his  power.  Because  of  this  sus¬ 
picion  and  insecurity,  he  murdered  his 
wife,  Mariamne,  and  three  of  his  sons. 
Herod  wanted  to  kill  Jesus  and  tried  to 
trick  the  Wise  Men  into  finding  Jesus 
for  him. 


God  sent  an  angel  to  the  Wise  Men 
and  sent  them  away  without  helping 
Herod  find  Jesus.  Herod  then  ordered 
all  Jewish  boys  two  and  younger  killed  in 
an  attempt  to  kill  Jesus  and  protect  his 
thrown.  The  Wise  Men  had  innocently 
approached  Herod  asking  for  help  to 
find  the  new  born  king  of  die  Jews  and 
Herod  tried  to  convince  them  that  he  too 
wanted  to  worship  the  baby  king. 

Under  the  ruse  of  offering  to  help 
the  Wise  Men  find  the  Messian,  Herod 
called  the  High  Priests  and  scribes  in 
and  asked  them  where  the  Messiah 
was  to  be  born.  These  Old  Testament 
scholars  had  no  problem  answering  this 
question.  They  quoted  the  Prophet  Mi- 
cah:  “But  thou,  Bethlehem  Ephratah, 
though  thou  be  little  among  tne  thou¬ 
sands  of  Judah,  yet  out  of  thee  shall  he 
come  forth  unto  me  that  is  to  be  ruler  of 
Israel;"  Micah  5:2  (KJV). 

God  miraculously  saved  the  Baby  Je¬ 
sus  and  fulfilled  the  prophecv  of  Micah. 
God  also  sent  an  angel  to  Joseph  and 
he  took  Mary  and  Jesus  to  Egypt  fulfill  - 
ing  another  Old  Testament  prophecy 
[Hosea  11:1]  and  protecting  the  toddler 
from  Herod. 

Hicks  is  associational  missions  di¬ 
rector  for  Jasper  Association  in  Bay 
Springs. 


Are"  apparently  jumps  to  the  unsupport¬ 
ed  guess 
that  there 
f  v.--  were  three 

kings  be¬ 
cause  they 
brought 
three  ex- 
pensive 
gifts:  gold, 
■E  frankin¬ 
cense,  and 


Explore  the  B 

with  Don  Hicks 


Saved  by  God's  Son  •John  1:1-5,  9-14 


“In  the  beginning...”  At  the  open¬ 
ing  of  his  Gospel,  John  takes  us  afl  the 
way  back  to  Genesis  1:1.  It  was  the 
time  before  there  was  time,  before  the 
heavens  and  the  earth  came  to  be,  and 
yet  before  it  all  there  was  God.  In  ad¬ 
dition,  John  tells  us  that  existing  eter¬ 
nally  outside  of  time  and  space  was 
the  Word,  in  verse  14,  John  shows 
that  the  Word  was  none  other  than 
Jesus.  Before  anything  else  existed, 
God  the  Father  and  Son  enjoyed  per¬ 
fect  companionship  with  one  another. 

Not  only  was  the  Word  with  God, 
but  John  says  that  the  Word  was  God. 
Two  beings  that  are  distinct  and  yet 
also  the  same-  it  is  a  concept  that  may 
be  difficult  to  wrap  our  finite  minds 
around,  but  is  a  wonderful  truth.  This 
is  one  of  the  many  passages  that  form 
the  doctrine  of  tne  Trinity,  which 
states  that  while  God  is  one  God,  he 
is  made  up  of  three  persons-  Father, 
Son,  and  Holy  Spirit. 

Throughout  tne  opening  portion  of 
the  book,  John  continues  to  refer  to 
the  Word.  There  are  varying  thoughts 
as  to  why  John  used  this  title  “Word" 
as  a  synonym  for  Jesus.  However,  it  is 
interesting  to  see  how  this  idea  paral¬ 
lels  Old  Testament  passages.  In  verse 
three,  John  tells  us  that  all  that  has 
ever  been  created  was  made  through 
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Jesus,  or  “the  Word."  Similarly,  in 
Genesis  1  we  see  a  picture  of  God  cre¬ 
ating  by  speaking.  For  example,  1:3 
says,  “And  God  said,  ’Let  there  be 
light,’  and  there  was  light."  (ESV) 
Psalm  33:6  reads,  “By  the  word  of  the 
LORD  the  heavens  were  made,  and  by 
the  breath  of  his  mouth  all  their  host." 
(ESV)  Furthermore,  words  are  used 
to  express  thought.  In  Jesus,  God  has 
revealed  himself  and  his  plans  to  us. 

Jesus  has  always  existed  with  the 
Father. 

He  was 
not  creat¬ 
ed;  rather, 
all  things 
were  cre- 
a  t  e  d 
through 
Him.  He  is 
the  source 
of  life,  and 
“the  life 
was  the  light  of  men."  (John  1:4,  ESV) 
As  light  shines  and  illuminates  that 
which  was  hidden,  he  has  revealed 
the  Truth  to  us.  In  Isaiah  9:2,  Isaiah 
prophesies,  "The  people  who  walked 
in  darkness  have  seen  a  great  light; 
those  who  dwelt  in  a  land  of  deep 
darkness,  on  them  has  light  shined." 


(This  is  then  followed  by  the  familiar 
Christmas  passage  in  verse  6-  “For  to 
us  a  child  is  bom,  to  us  a  son  is  giv¬ 
en...")  In  John  8:12,  Jesus  proclaims, 
“I  am  the  light  of  the  world.  Whoever 
follows  me  will  not  walk  in  darkness, 
but  will  have  the  light  of  life."  (ESV) 
Verse  5  of  John  1  powerfully  states 
that  “the  light  shines  in  the  darkness, 
and  the  darkness  has  not  overcome  it." 
(ESV)  According  to  Vine’s  Expository 
Dictionary,  the  word  translated  “over¬ 
come"  can 
have  the 
meaning 
to  appre¬ 
hend,  to 
attain,  to 
find,  to 
overtake, 
to  per¬ 
ceive,  or 
to  take. 
The  light 
came  into  the  world,  and  the  darkness 
would  not  receive  it,  but  it  also  did  not 
overtake  it. 

In  love  and  the  ultimate  act  of  sac¬ 
rifice,  the  Word  stepped  out  of  the 
perfection  and  glory  ot  heaven  and  in 
to  time  and  space.  He  entered  our  sin- 
filled  world,  taking  on  the  appearance 


and  limitations  of  his  own  creation. 
Just  as  God  dwelled  among  his  people 
throughout  the  Old  Testament  via  the 
tabernacle  and  temple,  Jesus  came 
and  dwelled  among  us.  The  tragic  re¬ 
ality  is  that  the  creation  did  not  rec¬ 
ognize  or  accept  its  own  Creator-  “He 
came  to  his  own,  and  his  own  people 
did  not  receive  him.”  (John  1:11,  ESV) 
However,  John  immediately  shows  us 
the  beautiful  flip-side  to  this-  that  to 
all  who  did  receive  him,  “who  believed 
in  his  name,  he  gave  the  right  to  be¬ 
come  children  of  God.”  (1:12,  ESV) 

This  is  what  we  celebrate  this 
Christmas.  Beyond  the  lights,  the 
bows,  the  presents,  and  the  activities, 
at  the  heart  of  it  all  is  the  astounding 
miracle  of  God  becoming  man  and 
dwelling  among  us,  “and  we  have  seen 
his  glory,  glory  as  of  the  only  Son  from 
the  Father,  full  of  gface  and  truth." 
(John  1:  14,  ESV)  He  not  only  came, 
but  he  came  as  a  humble  servant,  pre¬ 
pared  to  die  that  we  might  live.  He  has 
revealed  the  Father  to  us  and  enabled 
us  to  be  children  of  God.  His  light  has 
shown  upon  us  so  that  we  can  know 
Him,  glorify  Him,  and  walk  in  fullness 
of  life  now  and  forever. 

Woofen  is  a  member  of  Morrison 
Heights  Church,  Clinton. 
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with  Brtanna  Wooten 


f 


The  KingTempted  •  Matthew  4:1-10 


“Then  saith  Jesus  unto  him,  Get 
thee  hence,  Satan:  for  *t  is  written, 
Thou  shalt  worship  tbr.  j  ird  thy  God, 
and  him  only  shaft  thou  serve/  Mat¬ 
thew  4:10  (KJV).  Your  Sunday  School 
book  recommends  that  you  memorize 
this  verse  where  Jesus  quotes  Deuter¬ 
onomy  6:15.  When  we  look  closely  at 
today's  scripture  lesson  we  find  Jesus 
quoting  scriptures  often.  In  this  pas¬ 
sage  Jesus  is  giving  strong  answers  to 
each  of  Satan  is  attempts  to  tempt  Him 
to  abandon  God’s  plan  and  follow  Sa¬ 
tan’s  cheap  and  corrupt  plans. 

Life  in  this  world  often  has  the  Dev¬ 
il  attacking  us  seeking  to  lead  us  away 
from  God's  will.  We  can  look  at  today’s 
Bible  lesson  and  see  how  our  perfect 
Lord  defeated  Satan  at  the  beginning 
of  His  public  ministry.  We  can  study 
Jesus’  actions  to  find  His  example  for 
us  to  follow.  The  writer  of  Hebrews 
tell  us  that  Jesus  has  complete  under¬ 
standing  of  the  temptations  we  face. 
Hebrews  says  of  Christ  Jesus:  “For  we 
do  not  have  a  high  priest  who  is  un¬ 
able  to  sympathize  with  our  weakness, 
but  One  who  has  been  tested  in  every 
way  as  we  are,  yet  without  sin,”  He¬ 
brews  4:15  (HCSB). 

Satan  felt  he  had  to  give  his  best 
shot  at  testing  Jesus  because  God 
had  just  spoken  audibly  from  Heav¬ 
en  saying:  “This  is  My  beloved  Son, 


I  take  delight  in  Him!”  Matthew  3:17 
(HCSB).  Let’s  remember  what  a  high 
hour  this  was  for  Jesus,  He  had  just 
been  immersed  by  John  the  Baptist  in 
the  Jordon  River  which  He  had  told 
his  cousin,  John,  was  the  way  to  fulfill 
all  righteousness.  God  sent  His  Spir¬ 
it  descending  like  a  dove  to  publicly 
commend  Him. 

Jesus  was  ready  to  do  battle  with 
the  Devil. 

“Jesus  was 
led  up  by 
the  Fpint 
into  the 
wilder¬ 
ness  to  be 
tempted  by 
the  Dev¬ 
il,”  Mat¬ 
thew  4:1 
(HCSB). 

Satan  is  the  chief  of  deceivers  and 
taunters  using  every  deceitful  dare 
(even  double  dog  dares).  The  Devil 
taunted  Christ  saying:  *If  you  are 
the  Son  of  God*  do  tnis  or  that  -  I 
dare  you. 

First  he  said,  “If  you  are  the  Son 
of  God,  tell  these  stones  to  become 
bread,”  Matthew  4:3  (HCSB).  The 
answer  Jesus  gave  came  from  Deu¬ 
teronomy  8:3.  He  starts  out  with  the 
formula  “It  is  written:”  to  emphasize 


the  power  of  what  He  was  going  to  an¬ 
swer  since  it  .came  from  God’s  written 
law  in  the  Old  Testament  Torah.  Je¬ 
sus  said,  “Man  must  not  live  on  bread 
alone  but  on  every  word  that  comes 
from  the  mouth  of  God,”  Matthew  4:4 
(HCSB).  Note  that  Jesus  claims  that 
every  word  in  the  scriptures  comes 
from  the  mouth  of  God.  We  should 
accept  it  completely  if  God  actually 
said  it. 

Remem¬ 
ber  since 
Jesus  was 
fully  hu¬ 
man,  He 
was  very 
hungry 
when  He 
refused  to 
turn  the 
little  round  brown  stones  into  bread. 
The  scripture  tells  us  at  this  point  Je¬ 
sus  was  very  hungry  since  he  had  been 
fasting  in  the  desert  for  forty  days.  So 
Satan  decided  to  try  a  different  tact, 
he  quoted  (or  actually  misquoted] 
scripture  to  Jesus.  Still  taunting  Him 
with  "If  You  are  the  Son  of  God,”  he 
added  “throw  Yourself  down.  For  it  is 
written:  He  will  give  His  angels  orders 
concerning  you,  and  they  will  support 


you  with  their  hands  so  that  you  will 
not  strike  your  foot  against  a  stone," 
Matthew  4:5-6  (HCSB). 

Satan,  as  is  often  the  case,  had  a  half 
truth  in  what  he  claimed.  The  angels 
would  take  care  of  Jesus  when  He  was 
in  God’s  will  and  it  was  God’s  time  for 
them  to  do  that.  After  the  third  and 
final  temptation  note  what  Matthew 
tells  us,  "Then  the  Devil  left  Him,  and 
immediately  angels  came  and  began 
to  serve  Him,"  Matthew  4:11  (HCSB). 

But  when  Satan  was  testing  to  see 
if  Jesus  would  misuse  the  angels'  pro¬ 
tection,  Jesus  forcefully  told  the  Dev¬ 
il,  "It  is  also  written:  Do  not  test  the 
Lord  your  God,"  Matthew  4:7  (HCSB). 
God  allowed  one  last  test,  which  the 
Devil  used  to  see  if  Jesus  would  wor¬ 
ship  him.  Jesus  dismissed  the  Devil 
ana  his  temptation  saying,  “Go  away, 
Satan!"  Matthew  4:10  (HCSB). 

This  third  time  Jesus  once  again 
modeled  for  us  using  scripture  to  with¬ 
stand  Satan's  attack,  when  He  said: 
“Go  away,  Satan!  For  it  is  written: 

“Worship  the  Lord  your  God, and 
serve  only  Him,”  Matthew  4:10 
(HCSB). 

Hicks  is  ossociational  missions  di¬ 
rector  for  Jasper  Association  in  Bay 
Springs. 


B 


Explore  the  Bi 

with  Don  Hicks 


mm 


Strengthened  by  God's  Power  •  Ephesians  3:14-21 


Encouragement  is  something  that  ev¬ 
eryone  needs  from  time  to  time.  We  all 
face  challenges  and  go  through  difficult 
seasons,  and  the  early  church  was  no  dif¬ 
ferent.  The  book  of  Ephesians  is  full  of 
encouragement  from  Paul  to  the  church 
in  Ephesus.  This  is  particularly  striking 
.  considering  that  Paul  likely  wrote  the 
letter  during  his  time  of  imprisonment 
in  Rome.  Despite  his  outward  circum¬ 
stances,  Paul  had  deep  yo y  and  strength 
rooted  in  Christ,  and  so  can  we. 

The  letter  opens  with  passionate 
praise.  Paul  exults  in  God’s  plan  and 
work  of  redemption  through  Jesus. 
He  goes  on  to  express  his  care  for  the 
believers  and  explains  his  prayer  for 
I  them.  Paul  reminds  them  and  us  of  our 
hopeless  and  depraved  state  apart  from 
Christ,  and  contrasts  it  with  the  new  life 
we  are  given  because  of  the  love  and 
grace  of  God.  The  Ephesian  church  was 
largely  made  up  of  Gentile  believers, 
so  Paul  took  care  to  show  how  Christ 
made  a  way  for  them  to  be  included 
in  the  people  of  God.  Jew  and  Gentile 
are  no  longer  separate  but  have  both 
been  saved  through  the  work  of  Christ. 
He  explains  that  both  are  now  fellow 
heirs  with  Christ  and  members  of  God  s 
household. 

This  brings  us  to  our  main  text,  Ephe¬ 
sians  3:14-21.  The  section  begins,  For 


this  reason  I  bow  my  knees  before  the 
Father."  (ESV)  "For  this  reason"  could 
be  Paul  picking  up  where  he  left  off  in 
3:1,  or  it  could  be  his  response  to  the  im¬ 
mediately  preceding  verses.  Paul  says 
that  he  bowed  “his  knees  before  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  from  whom  every  family  in  heaven 
and  on  earth  is  named."  (ESV)  We  s»* 
in  Paul’s  example  both  humility  and 
boldness  in  prayer.  While  he  assumed 
a  posture  of  reverence  and  recognized 
God’s  power  and  glory,  he  also  acknowl¬ 
edged  God 
as  Father 
and  says 
in  verse  12 
that  “we 
have  bold¬ 
ness  and 
access  with 
confidence  1 
through 

our  faith  *  ■■  - 

in  him.” 

(ESV) 

In  verse  16,  Paul  begins  to  articulate 
his  prayer  for  the  believers.  He  asks 
that  God  would  strengthen  them  “with 
power  through  his  Spirit"  in  their  inner 
being,  “according  to  the  riches  of  his 
glory  "  (ESV)  The  word  “riches"  indi¬ 
cates  fullness  or  abundance.  In  Philip- 
pians  4:19  Paul  says  that  his  “God  will 


with  Breanna  Wooten 


supply  every’  need  of  yours  according  to 
his  riches  in  glory  in  Christ  Jesus."  God 
is  able  to  prpvide  for  our  needs,  and  his 
supply  never  runs  out.  Paul  asks  spe¬ 
cifically  that  God  would  strengthen  the 
believers  with  power  through  nis  Spirit. 
We  as  believers  today  have  access  to  this 
same  Spirit  and  can  ask  God  to  equip 
and  strengthen  us.  Believers  have  been 
given  the  incredible  gift  of  the  presence 
of  God  through  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  in 
him  we  have  the  power  that  we  need  to 
live  the  life 
God  de¬ 
sires  of  us. 

Verse  17 
cpntinues 
by  saying 
"so  that 
Christ  may 
dwell  in 
your  hearts 
through 
faith” 
(ESV)  God  doesn’t  just  visit  us  from 
time  to  time.  He  takes  up  residence 
with  us.  How  amazing  is  his  love! 
Paul’s  desire  is  that  believers  would  be 
“rooted  and  grounded"  in  love,  that  they 
would  comprehend  “what  is  the  breadtn 
and  length  and  height  and  depth,  and  to 
know  the  love  of  Christ  that  surpasses 
knowledge."  (ESV)  The  text  does  not 


specify  what  “breadth  and  length  and 
height  and  depth"  describe,  but  it  could 
very  well  be  the  love  or  redemptive  work 
of  Christ.  We  are  able  to  know  the  love 
of  Christ  not  only  through  intellect,  but 
also  through  experience.  While  we  con¬ 
tinue  to  go  deeper  and  deeper  in  our 
understanding  of  it,  we  will  never  fully 
plunge  its  depths*  that  surpass  knowl¬ 
edge.  He  fills  us,  supplies  us  with  all 
that  we  need,  including  grace  and 
strength,  and  gives  us  the  greatest  gift, 
the  gift  of  his  presence  and  relationship 
with  him. 

Paul  closes  this  section  with  a  doxol- 
ogy.  He  ascribes  glory'  to  him  “who  is 
able  to  do  exceedingly  abundantly  above 
all  that  we  ask  or  think,  according  to  the 
power  that  works  in  us."  (NKJV)  Not 
only  is  God  capable  of  doing  more  than 
we  can  imagine,  he  can  do  ^exceedingly 
abundantly  above"  it.  May  we  take  time 
regularly  and  frequently  to  dwell  on  his 
magnificent  love  and  work  of  redemp¬ 
tion.  Be  encouraged  knowing  that  the 
sovereign,  all-mighty  God  cares  for  you 
and  will  provide  for  your  needs.  "To 
Him  be  glory  in  the  church  and  in  Christ 
Jesus  throughout  all  generations,  for¬ 
ever  and  ever.  Amen."  (F.ph.  3:21,  ESV) 

W(X)ten  is  a  member  of  Morrison 
Heights  Church,  Clinton. 
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Moore:  Muslim 


immigrants  must 


lgr 

hear  the  Gospel 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  Chris¬ 
tians  are  missing  out  on  chances 
to  share  Christ  amid  the  fearful, 
hostile  discourse  on  refugees  and 
Muslims  that  is  currently ^preva¬ 
lent  in  the  U.S.,  said  Russell 
Moore,  president  of  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Ethics  and  Religious 
liberty  Commission  during  a 
Dec.  9  discussion  on  Capitol  Hill 
in  Washington.  D.C. 

“There  are  many  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  people  to  visibly  show 
the  love  of  Christ  that  are  being 
evaporated  due  to  fear,"  he  said. 

Moore  said  as  a  Christian 
who  completely  disagrees  with 
Islam,  “my  response  to  my 
Muslim  neighbors  cannot  be 
one  of  fear  and  loathing,”  he 
told  an  audience  of  nearly  100 
people  in  the  U.S.  Capitol  Visi¬ 
tors  Center.  “My  response  to 
my  nonviolent,  law-abiding 
Muslim  neighbor  needs  to  be  a 
loving  witness  to  the  grace  and 
faith  that  comes  in  Jesus  Christ, 


not  in  a  message  that  commu¬ 
nicates,  'Because  you’re  not  yet 
in  Christ,  you  are  therefore  my 
enemy  to  Be  kept  away.’" 

Moore’s  comments  came 
during  Capitol  Conversations,  a 
periodic  panel  discussion  spon¬ 
sored  by  ERLC.  The  Dec.  9  con¬ 
versation,  The  Syrian  Refugee 
Crisis:  A  Christian  Response, 
followed  twr  other  discussions 
held  in  the  previous  five  months. 
One  discussion  dealt  with  same 
sex  marriage  and  religious  lib¬ 
erty  while  the  other  discussion 
focused  on  Planned  Parenthood 
and  the  sanctity  of  human  life. 

During  the  ERLCs  Capitol 
Conversations,  a  former  Mus¬ 
lim  who  is  now  a  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  pastor  said  Christians  harm 
their  witness  in  this  country 
when  they  call  for  such  actions 
as  halting  immigration. 

Christians  applaud  mission¬ 
aries  who  risk  their  fives  to  take 
the  Gospel  overseas,  but  “when 
the  mission  field  is  coming  to  us, 
then  all  of  a  sudden  we’re  saying, 
‘No.  Get  out  We  want  protec¬ 
tion,*"  Afshin  Ziafat  sakl. 


A  Christian’s  goal  “should  not 
be  to  by  all  means  extend  ray  life 
but.,  by  all  means  to  spend  my  life 
being  an  ambassador  for  Christ 
and  seeing  the  Gospel  go  out" 
said  Ziafat,  lead  pastor  of  Provi¬ 
dence  Church  in  Frisco,  Texas. 

Amid  the  refugee  crisis  in  war- 
tom  Syria  and  terrorist  attacks 
in  Paris  and  San  Bernardino, 
Christians  “cannot  be  the  people 
who  are  so  fearfcj  of  evil  that  we 
lose  human  compassion,"  and 
we  cannot  be  “driven  by  fear  in 
ways  that  cause  us  to  try  to  avoid 
any  possibility  of  risk,"  Moore 
said.  Christians  cannot  “senti¬ 
mentalize  ourselves  into  people 
who  do  not  understand  evil  and 
the  capacity  of  evil  in  the  world, 
he  also  said. 

Moore  acknowledged  some 
of  the  public  discussions  are 
prudential  ones  about  how  gov¬ 
ernment  should  vet  refugees  to 
maintain  security  while  doing 
so  with  compassion.  Some  con¬ 
versations,  however,  “are  much 
darker  and  come  from  a  very  dif¬ 
ferent  place,"  he  said. 

The  recent  conversation  about 
banning  Muslims  "is  something 
that  ought  to  cause  the  hair  on 
the  bacK  of  the  neck  of  every 
Christian  and  every  American 
to  stand,  because  this  Is  not  only 
an  assault  on  human  dignity  and 
human  conscience;  it’s  also  an 
assault  on  basic  religious  free¬ 
doms  he  said.  “If  we  don’t 
stand  up  for  those  who  are  un¬ 
popular  at  the  moment,  we  cer¬ 
tainly  will  see  those  very  same 
impulses  being  turned  against 
others  in  the  fullness  of  time." 

The  global  refugee  problem 
is  greatest  in  the  Middle  East¬ 
ern  country  of  Syria,  where 
more  than  7.6  million  people 
are  internally  displaced  in  the 
face  of  a  civil  war  of  nearly  five 
years  and  an  invasion  by  the 
Islamic  State  terrorist  group. 
More  than  four  million  Syrians 
are  registered  refugees  in  oth¬ 
er  countries,  according  to  the 
United  Nations  High  Commis¬ 
sioner  for  Refugees. 


PANEL  DISCUSSION  -  Russell  Moore  (second  from  right), 
president  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Ethics  and  Religious  Liberty 
Commission,  comments  on  the  Syrian  refugee  crisis  while 
fellow  panelists  (from  left}  Afshin  Ziafat,  Jenny  Yang,  Knox 
Thames,  and  moderator  Matthew  Hawkins  listen  during  a 
panel  discussion  in  Washington,  D.C.  (BP  photo) 


Among  American  Church  Planters: 


Of  the  people  who  currently  attend 
your  church,  what  is  their  background? 
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New  church  plants  thriving, 
attracting  unchurched  families 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  America  meeting  in  schools  have  sig-  One  lesson  is  the  value  of 
is  launching  new  Protestant  nifieantiy  higher  worship  time-tested  methods.  While 
churches  faster  than  it  loses  attendance  than  other  new  most  church  plants  use  the 
old  ones,  attracting  many  churches.  Those  churches  Internet  for  outreach,  77%  say 
people  who  previously  didn't  report  more  new  first-time  word  of  mouth  and  personal 
attend  anywnere,  new  Life-  commitments  to  Christ,  and  relationships  are  the  most  ef- 
Way  Research  studies  show.  are  more  likely  to  become  fi-  fective  forms  of  publicity.  Onjy 
More  than  4,000  new  nancially  self-sufficient.  six  percent  say  social  media 

churches  opened  their  doors  ■  Focusing  on  outreach,  is  most  effective.  Sixty-three 

in  2014,  outpacing  the  3,700  New  churches  offering  sports  percent  say  Bible  study  is  their 
that  closed,  according  to  esti-  leagues,  social  gatherings,  primary  small  group  activity 
mat  A  based  on  input  from  34  ana  children’s  special  events  “It’s  not  the  most  innova - 
denominational  statisticians,  are  significantly  more  likely  tive  things  that  matter  most. 
On  average,  42%  of  those  wor-  than  other  startups  to  be  con-  It’s  the  nuts  and  holts,"  Stetzer 
shipping  at  churches  launched  gregations  with  a  majority  of  said.  “An  existing  church  can 
since  2008  previously  never  people  who  previously  did  not  take  notice  and  ask.  Hey,  are 
attended  church  or  hadn’t  at-  attend  church.  we  doing  those  things?  Are 

tended  in  many  years,  Life-  ■  Supporting  their  we  making  sure  people  in 

Way  Research  found  in  an  leaders.  Adequate  compen-  the  community  know  we  ex¬ 
analysis  of  843  such  churches  sation  and  health  insurance  ist?  Are  we  inviting  people  to 
from  17  denominations  and  for  the  church  planter  are  come  and  making  them  feel 
church  planting  networks.  linked  to  higher  worship  at-  welcome  and  all  those  things 
LifeWay  Research  is  a  divi-  tendance  and  a  greater  like-  a  church  plant  does?’" 
sion  of  LifeWay  Christian  Re-  lihood  of  financial  indepen-  In  addition,  new  church- 
sources  of  the  Southern  Bap-  dence  for  the  new  church.  es  can  sUract  demographic 
tist  Convention  and  is  based  ■Starting  more  church-  groups  that  may  be  largely 
in  Nashville.  ea.  New  churches  that  invest  unreached  by  existing  ones, 

The  church  planting  study  in  church  planting  and  launch  Stetzer  said.  Sixty  percent 
indicates  newly  planted  at  least  one  additional  new  of  church  plants  aim  to  reach 
churches  are  more  effective  church  in  the  first  five  years  a  cross-cultural  or  multi- 
than  existing  ones  at  draw-  report  higher  worship  atten-  ethnic  group  of  people  from 
ing  people  who  aren’t  con-  dance  ana  more  new  commit-  the  outset, 
nected  with  a  church,  said  ments  to  Christ.  “It  takes  multiple  meth- 

Ed  Stetzer,  LifeWay  Research  “Healthy  new  churches  ods  to  reach  a  diverse  popu- 

executive  director.  “In  win-  have  an  outward  focus  from  lation,"  Stetzer  said.  “The 
ning  new  converts  to  Christ,  day  one,  communicating  ev-  United  States  from  its  found- 
church  plants  are  light-years  ery  month  that  the  goal  is  ing  has  been  a  very  diverse 
ahead  of  the  average  church  to  be  a  multiplying  church,"  population.  A  one-size-fits-all 
because  of  their  focus  on  Stetzer  said.  church  has  never  been  part 

reaching  the  unchurched."  Though  some  pastors  of  the  American  equation.  As 

Successful  church  launch-  bristle  at  new  churches  com-  much  as  ever,  we  need  differ- 
es  have  several  factors  in  ing  into  their  community,  ent  approaches  to  reach  dif- 
common,  the  2015  National  they  have  more  to  learn  —  ferent  types  of  people." 
Church  Planting  Study  shows:  ana  less  to  fear  —  from  the  Additional  reports  from 
■  Meeting  in  a  pub-  startup  down  the  street,  the  study  will  he  available  at 
He  space.  New  churches  Stetzer  said.  NewChurches.com. 


